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MR. CTTY "ONGUMER - YOUR RiIST PRIEWIS AME FARARS

By Dr. B B Wilgom

Parmers in the Uniteqd States are suffering hecause their good record of farm
productivity hes piaced them ipn a poor public relaticns vosture with wrban copsum-
ers.

They arc ia t.-oudble finencislly even though they sre produsing tbe best food
gupply in the worid.

¥hile we in thia vation worry about sating toc mumch, about two-thirds of
mankind baz only & sud-s2tandard dlet as measured by reference standerds for cai-
orie reguirements devzloped by the United Nations Frod and Agriculture Organization.
By sub-stacderdé T nean not encugh food in terme of calories to promote growth and
maintain Body tissue and physfical well belng at desiradble izvels. HNutritionisir
call this "s form of starwmtion.”

Waile "puiritiooal buanger” faces 80 many people in TO-gome nations, according
to U.8.D.A. Foreign Agricultural Economics Report Be. b, ouwr farmers are prodvcing
the greatest varisty and fineat quality foed ever known. And 4t is an cutstanding
bargain today. United Nations figures for 1958 phow the percentage of income spent
for food iu Italy is W6 percent; Japan, 51 percent; 2md MNigeria, 71 percent. In
the United States, food takes only 20 percent of our take-home pay. The Russians
keve to spend over 50 percent of thelr income for food, md in France and England
it is about 30 percent. A decade sgo, sa rour's work in the U. 8. would buy
edout 1.8 dozen eggs, or 6.5 quarts of milk. Today, one kour of work is worthk
2.6 fozen eggs or 8.1 gquarts of milk. That's vhy we say food is a bargain.

Secretary of Agriculture Freeman say: 'ne where on 2arth, and never befure
{p the history of man, has sny nation achieved the remsrkable record of efficiency
and production which the fammers of this nation have done in this centuvry.” Ha
gays Americans ezt better, and cheeper iz relstion 10 vur income, than any other
people, and that we also sbhare our sbundance with more people than any otber nation.

Farmers have wrought this "miracle” with large "doses” of science and tech-
nology and with a smaller percentage of tiie population engeged in ferming each ymar.
Row, only sbout. 10 percent of our total lator force works in agriculture end for-
estry. In the Soviet Union it is more than 40 percest. £¢ the time of the Civil
War, one faym worker gupported five people. Touday, one American fam worker feeds
26 pecple. Today, one Russian worker feeds five. In food production, one American
farm worker equals five Russians accordicg to Charles S. Murphy, Undersecretery
of Agriculture, U. S. Department of Agriculture. It 48 seid that "it now takes
sc few of us %o produce the food, clothing and sheiter for the rest of vs, thai
the Test of us can provide the highest standard of living ever known for all of us.’

Cur agricultursl productivity is the envy of the world. It bringe a steady

stream of foreign vieitors to ocur country who want to see how we car be go productive.

They want to see how we do it s¢o they can improve their own food supply and have
the luxury of worrying about success and surpius ianstead of about sub-standard
diets and the threat of starvation.

Despite their smaring record of production, our farmers have found theomseives
in a price-cost squeeze. In the rich sgricultural corn belt;, Indisne Parmers who
keep records with Purdusiiniversity &nd are bstier than average farmers earned
only 4.3 percent return on Sheir lavestwent dwrcing the period 1959-105C. Thie in
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uwimt the farm Lueli::e earned afier &ll expenses were paid and is ot exorbitant.
Butiomal figurae ol ws that famers reslize unfavoredle earnings vhen compared

Lk pon-farzmersg. 7 course, there aye exceptions, but fermers certainly aren't
"sroiiteering.”

T kave purd woers called "hoge Arimking soo the public txough" end "robters
drivigg Codillines .5 tax payers’® expense.” It 1o bndgh time that city pecple begin
Lo recognize et o w fermers azud our productive agriculture avre biessinga. It
To tyve that we bav: 2 serious "farm problem” 1a agriculture, but we cannot blame
gniy the Parmrrg.




	pur-msc-2-25_Page_1
	pur-msc-2-25_Page_2
	pur-msc-2-25_Page_3

