|

7/ “““\\\ A ECO" SEARCH

% // RESEARCH IN AGRICULTURAL & APPLIED ECONOMICS

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search.

Help ensure our sustainability.

Give to AgEcon Search

AgEcon Search
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu
aesearch@umn.edu

Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only.
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C.


https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu

Religiosity and Female Autonomy in
Indonesia

Milda Irhamni
Department of Applied Economics
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities
irham001@umn.edu

This is work in progress.
Please do not cite or quote.

Selected Poster prepared for presentation at the 2016
Agricultural and Applied Economics Association Annual
Meeting, Boston, MA, July 31—-Aug 2

Copyright 2016 by [Milda Irhamni]. All rights reserved. Readers may make
verbatim copies of this document for non-commercial purposes by any means,
provided that this copyright notice appears on all such copies



Religiosity and Female Autonomy in Indonesia
Milda Irhamni (irham001@umn.edu)

Department of Applied Economics, University of Minnesota

Objective
Examines the link between religious behavior and

married women’s autonomy within households in
Indonesia

Background

Religion influences many aspects of the daily lives of a large fraction
of world’s population.

Popular media often attributes religion for many ills to the world, in
particular, some religious practices have often been cited as
preserving patriarchy in society.

On the other hand, stronger bargaining power of women within their
housheolds has been argued to improve socioeconomic outcomes of
children.

2007 Indonesia Family Life Survey (IFLS4)

Includes only Islam, Christian, Catholic and Hindu

Focuses on married women autonomy

Instrumental variables are: received co-religion or non-co religion
education
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Measuring Women’s Autonomy

Women’s autonomy is defined as share of all types of decisions that
the women has power on within household

For the purpose of this research, women’s autonomy is divided into
three different types of decisions: autonomy on children-related
decisions (e.g. children’s education), routine household decisions
(e.g. food expenditure), non-routine economic decisions (e.g. gifts or
transfer to parents) and physical movement and fertility decisions.

Summary Statistics for Married Women’s Results
and Spouse’s Autonomy OLS Estimatio

™ Wife's autonomy ™ Husband's autonomy
Sample
Size
All decisions 3973

Children-related decisions 3973

Routine household decisions 3973

Non-routine household 3973
. . . decisions
7\—0Nm=~.:.-mw. zm——ﬂ—Om:p Physical movement and fe 3973
decisions
* Self assessment measures of own degree of religiosity in a four point
scale measure from “not religious” to “very religious”
* Religious adherence to respondents’ respective religion, e.g. for
Christians include whether they go to church or read bible.

IV Estimati

* Religiosity measure is defined as the self-assessment measure (a four
point scale) with questions on religious adhrences used to
corroborate the self-assessment.

Coef. Sample
Size
All decisions -0.441** 3978

Distribution of —Nm——mmﬁm:w Children-related decisions -1.177 3978

Routine household decisions  -0.268 3978

Not religious Somewhat Religious Very Religious Non-routine household -0.203 3978
decisions

Wife Religiosity: Physical movement and fertiity -0.480* 3978
decisions

Discussion and Conclusion

Husband Religiosity: * The results show relatively weak impacts of religiosity on women’s

Islam

Catholic Euionom

Protestant * The results hold even after separaying Islam (the major religion in
e Indonesia) with other religions.
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