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• .ENGLISH SUMMARY OF A STUDY ABOUT
EXPERIENCE AMONG FARMERS IN SHARKIA GOVERNORATE

WITH ANIMAL PRODUCTION POLICIES AND
CONSTRAINTS TO THEIR EFFECTIVENESS

by

Ibrahim Soliman and El-Shahat Zaki
Dept. Ag. Econ., Zagazig Univ.

This paper reviews the results of a survey, of 124 animal producers

from four villages in Sharkia Governorate. -The survey was performed in

May and June 1981. It considers existing government programs to provide

veterinary and artificial insemination services to make foreign breeds of

cattle available for producers, to encourage the planting of special

summer forage crops, to provide cattle insurance, and to support on farm

cattle fattening.

The study first examines farmers reporting to have benefited from

programs in terms of size categories, and numbers of livestock owned.

It then examines the constraints to effectiveness of the policies as

reported by producers who claimed not to have benefited from them.

Forty-six percent of producers reported benefiting from the

veterinary services programe, 42 percent from the cattle insurance

program, 30 percent from the cattle fattening program, and 15 percent

from livestock production loans. Only 1 to 2 percent of producers

reported benefits from artificial insemination, the introduction of

foreign breeds, and the introduction of new summer forages. Producers

were divided into two groups, those having 5 or more heads, and those

having less than 5.
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The larger producers benefit significantly (using a chi-square

test) more than do smaller producers from the insurance and summer

forage programs.

Examination of constraints to utilization of the village veterinary

service units shows that of those interviewed 71 percent reported that

the long distance to reach the nearest veterinary unit was a constraint,

whereas 19 percent reported that the "inefficient operation" of these

units was problem. Relatively, more small producers found distance to

be a problem, whereas relatively more large producers found "inefficiency"

to be a problem.

With respect to the artificial insemination program, 50 percent of

the farmers said that there is no nearby center for artificial

insemination, and 27 percent of producers claimed that they were unaware

of such a program. Twelve percent said that natural insemination was more

successful than artificial insemination, but only 6 percent said that they

had tried Al and found it to be unsuccessful.

With respect to the introduction of foreign breeds, 32 percent of

the producers claimed that the availability of fodder was a constraint,

whereas 28 percent said that the lack of technical know-how was the

constraint. *More large farmers than small thought technical knowledge

was the constraint. Eighteen percent said they thought foreign breeds are

unsuitable for Egyptian farming conditions, and 18 percent said that the

dairy buffalo is a better milk producer.

• ,•.
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On the cattle insurance program, 78% of producers reported having

not enough animals to benefit from it. While more small producers

reported this problem than large ones, this is perhaps somewhat surprising,

since the survey was conducted 8 months after the Government reinstated

its condition of 5 heads minimum size for participation in insurance.

Various problems were reported with the farm credit program.

Twenty-eight percent of those interviewed cited that the rise in interest

rates for the credit program is an obstacle. Larger farmers registered

this complaint more often. Nineteen percent of the farmers reported that

they had no need for a credit program for livestock, while 18 percent

-complained of adminstrative red tape.

With regard to cattle fattening, the most common complaint was a

shortage of labor (49% of producers). Twenty-six percent of all farmers

interviewed claimed that lack of feeds was a problem to fatten animals

on farm. Whereas 43 percent of small producers made this complaint,

only 8 percent of large producers claimed lack of sufficient feeds is the

problem with expansion of fattening.
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