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I+ The Sample’

Costs Qf potato production were obtained from 9 farmé in Cheshire,
14 farms in North—Weét Lancashifo and 18 farns in South-West Lencashire. The
south-west of Lancashire was again treated as a‘separate area owing to the
absence of livestock on nany of the fgrms and their consequent reliance
on purchdsed farmyard manurc, and bécause'many farmers in that part of
Lancashire specialisc in potato growing.

Table I shows the size distribution of the<farms included in the
investigation, Most‘of_the farms were in the 50-200 acres Qategory.

| Table I

Size Distribution

Nunber of Farms -

Acrecs © Cheshire N.W.Lancs S.W.Lancs Total

Under 50 - - 3
50~100 ' o o 19
101-200 o | | 14
Over 200 _‘ 3 | ' 5

A1l Sizes 9 4o 18 41

Thé 9 Choshifovfarms orew léﬁ% acrcs of potatoes, rcprcséﬁting 25.3% of
‘their-tillago acreage, The corrcsponding figures for the 14 N.W,Lancs farms.
afe 166a¢, (24.6%), and for thc 18 S.W.Lancs‘farms - 335&0.(30.3%);

Only part of the potato acrcagcjwaé costed in most cascs, The nunmber
of costs and the acrcago costed in each group are shown in Tablc II. |

Table II

Nunber of Costs & Acreagc Costcd _

CHESHIRE °  N,W.LANCS S.W.LANCS ALL DISTRICTS
No.,of Acrcage Nosof Acrcage No,of Acrcage No,of Acrcage
Costs Costecd Costs Costcd Costs. Costed Costs  Costcd

Eorlies . 8 . -8 10 58k 9 62 27 203
Maincrop 6 50 13 9% - 16 208k 35 354

TOTAL: 14 133 23 . 154 25 2108 62 55




II. Costs per Acre

The costs, calculated up to the point whero poﬁatocs were ready’for
transport, arc given in Tablc III.\ "Previous cultivations" are thosec
'prcccding the final ploughing.' If "ecarlics" and "maincrop" are considered
together, the costs appecar to be highest in Sbuﬁh West Lancs., mainly

‘bocause of the high price of purchased farmyard manurc (usually 30/~ per ton),

Table III

Costs Per Acre

Cheshirc

EARLIES
N.W.Lancs
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On many of the farms part of the érop was clamped and ?art sold off
the ficld,‘so that a full comparison between these two methods of harvesting
was diffiéult, Thc'following figurcs can, howcvcr; serve as an illustrations
"Earlics" sold imnediately after harvest - cost éf harvesting on & Cheshire
farms (83 acres): £13.8.6 per acrc. "Maincrop" - cost of lifting,
dmmh@(hmhﬁh@ﬁhnw:mddmsﬂm;m1ﬂpaw.kmw.fmms(EW%aucQ:
£16. 19. 7 per acrc, |
The costs pocr acrc oﬁ individual farms ranged from 549.10.11 to
£53.19.7 for the "éarlieé", and- from £41.13.7 to £88.8.5 for the "maincrop".

Particulars of the distribution of costs are given in Tablc IV.




Table IV

Range in CostAFérvAcre

Nunmber of Costs. (£)
Under 45 45 50 50-55 55-60 60-65 65—70 70- 75 Over 75

Earlies = .

‘Cheshire.
N,W. Lancs
S.W. Lancs

Maincrop
Cheshire

N.W, Lancs
S.W. Lancs

ITI. Labour

Labour (nan, horse and tractor) constituted the largest single 1tem

of expenditurc. The times and costs per acre ars given in Tablc V.

Table V

- Tines and Bosts of Labour Per Acre .

EARLIES MAINCROP
Cheshire N.W.Lancs S.W.Lancs Cheshire N.,W,Lancs S.W,Lancs

Regular Workers ‘ ‘ -
‘(Hours) 101.0 110.9 - 111.7 - 124.9 113.8 160.7

Casual Workers

(Hours) 1.2 11.0 1.4 38.2 14,0 12,6
Horse - (Hours) 2,1 23.0 8.7 Redy 13.1 - 5.2
Tractor (Hours) 6.1 0.3 29.1 33.8 37.5 34.2
1 3 510 2 511 7 4 0 3199

Picecework (£¢8.d) 4 1211 9

Total Labour Cost -

9 8
Contract (£.5.d) 2 0 & L2 Z 151 211 58
(£.5.d) 2312 9 33 8 2

23 L 6 2718 731 0 2 2719 7

Much of the casual labour was paid on a piccework basis, the
- chargo for harvesting being from 9d t6 11d per score yards of row,
The ?iecework paynents werc most prevalent in North-Weost Lancé, and this
~appears to bc the main rcason for the rclatively high fotal cost of
1abour'in that district, | |
In,Cheshirc.and S.W;Lancs; £hG labour cost norc for thcﬂ"mdincrop"
than for the "earlies", duc mainly to the tine spent on clamping and

riddling. In N,W. Lancs, howcver, the "earlics" required morc labour,




: !
principally bccause they rcceived more manuring and cultivations than

the "maincrop".

IV, Yiclds, Costs pecr Ton and Profits .

Yiclds per acrc rangcd from 3 tons to 14.4 tons for thc VMearlics',
and frmnfiQLV toné to 15 tons for the "“maincrop". Owing;to the wet season,
sonc of the ficlds werc pa;tially flooded and on some_farms'an unusually
higﬁ proportion of ¢!l crop was in too bad a.condition to be sold as ﬁare.
As could be cxpected, thc.highcf thelyicld, the lower, gcnorally specaking,
was the cost of production pcer ton, The lowcst cost was £4.10.2 for
the Ycarlics" and £5.5.10 for the "maincrop"; the highest - £17.17.5 for
themearlics™ and £13.6.3 for thc "maincrop". The rclative distribution of

yiclde per acre and costs per ton can be sccon in Table VI,

Table VI

Range in Yicld and Cost Per Top

Yicld Pcr Acrc Nuitbcr of -Costs between:
Tons £4-6 £6-8 £8-10 £10-12 £12-14 Over £14

2-3.9 -
4=5.9 :
- 6-7.9

8"9 09
10-11.9
12-13.9
Over 14

Table VII shows a similar rclationship between yiclds and costs per
ton with rcgard to wholc groups of farns. The profits, however, arc affected
not only by the yicld but also by the price per ton which depends, of

course, on the timc whon thc crop is marketcd. This is shown in a

striking fashion by thc figurcs for ‘the Cheshirc carly potatocss Although

their average yicld per acrc (5.24 toné) was by far the lowest of all the

groups, their pfoduccrs averaged a profit. only slightly lower than

that of the S.W. Lanés. growcrs whosc averagse yield was alnost 9 tons per

acrc - thanks mainly to the very high average- return per'tdn, It must be:
bofno in nind, howcvér, that a late frost or a wet carly summcf mdy causé.
considerable losscs to thosc farmecrs who rcly on thc carliness of their

péfato crop for thcirkprofits.




The potato acrcage payicnt was includcd in the "rcturn" figurecs, as
wcll as the valuc of'potatocs kqét for sced (at provailing once-grown sced

prices) and for the farmer's houschold,

Table VII

Cogts, Rcturns & Profits Por herc & Pecr Ton

EARLIES : MAINCROP
Cheshire | N.W.Lancs | S.W.Lancs | Cheshire |N.W,Lancs | S.W.Lancs
E s dl £ s - £ s d|&€ s dif s 4d|1& s d
Cost Pcx ficre 57 13 10| 65 7 62 11 0]6l 16 5[59 19 0163 14 6

CReturn MM 91 5 2/103 19 9% 7 9017 3|72 0 9190 9 1

Cost Ber Ton- 11 0 5| 6 8 71 4| 611 9| 811 61211

Return " " 17 g 7| 10 4 10 17 913 8 6 2|9 8 8

d
Z
5
Profit " " 33 11 4| 3812 1|3316 4|29 0 1012 1 92614 7
9
9
0

Profit " M - 64 g 3 16 316 301 11|11 215 9

Yicld Per Acre

(Tons) 5.24 110,16 8.85 9.38 | 9459

otes_on Costing lethods
The following standard ratcs were charged:

Man = 2/3d por hour (cxcept where the farmer indicated a
differcnt ratc)

Horse — 1/24 ® n
Tractor: light - 3/6d "
nedium - 4/04

track-laying - 4/6a "

- Farnyard nanurc produced on thc holding was charged at 10/~ per ton,

Houg-prown ssed ~ was charged at prevailing priccs of once-grown sced.

Straw ' produccd on the hblding was charged at £3;10.0 per. tor.

Overheads - were cstimated as cqual to 10%'of the sun of all other
costs. :

Yiclds ' include sccd potatocs but not chats,

Individual costs arc given in Tables VIII-X.




Table VIII

Times and Costs of Labour Per Lcre - Note: 8
H = by hand
M mechanical -

(i) Earlies (Cheshire and North-West Lancashire)

Group arnd ’ Planting Lifting Regular Workers Casual Workers Horse Tractor Piece-work Contract Total Labour Cost
Farm No. Acreage Method Method Hours Hours Hours Hours &£ s a £ S a & s d
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Table VIII

Times and Costs of Lebour Per Acre

by hand

H =
.M = mechanicalv

(4i) Maincrop (Cheshire and North-West Lencashire)

Group and - - , , Planting.Lifting Régular Workers Casual Wbrkers HorseE Tractor Piéce—work Contract Total Labour Cost
Farm No. Acreage Method Method . - Hours Hours = - Hours Hours £& s d& s 4. & s 4
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Table VIII

Times and Costs of Labour Per Acre - ; Note:

} H by hand
- (iii) South-iiesg Lancashire . M = mechanical

Group and Planting Lifting Regular Workers Casual Workers Horse Tractor Piece-work Contract Total Labour Cost
‘Farm No. Acreage Method Method -  Hours Hours - - Hours Hours £ s da &£ s d £ s d

EARLIES

H it 186.4 ’ . 11.2 37.4 - o - 29
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Table IX

Costs Per Acre for Individual Farms

(i) Cheshire

Acreage Previous Plough.& Net Manures Ridg.Plant. Inter-row Spraylng Lift.& Lift.& Dress.& Rent &
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Table X .

Costs, Returns,Profits and Yields for Individual Forns

(i) Cheshire
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Table X

. Costs, Returns,Profits and Yields for Individual Farms

(ii) North-west Lancashire

Code No. Cost . . : Return ) Profit - Yield
SR ‘Per. Acre T Per Acre Per Ton - Per Acre Per Ton Per Acre
£ S d : £ s d _ £ s a £ s da. & s 4 Tons
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Teble X

Costs, Returns, Profits and Yields for Individual Farms

(iii) South-YWest Lancashire

Group Code No. Cost ~ Return - ’ Profit Yield
Per Acre Per Ton Per Acre Per Ton Per Acre Per Ton Per Acre
£ s d S £ d S d £ S a - S Tons

L5 11
21 19
32 L
31 11
he 3
31 11
63 L
18 18
10 13

16

ol

11
2
10 .
13
0
o
10
12
5

129
82
81
88
92
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128
88
i

1 12
13
11
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)
3
I
18

13
16

-—

Fl=podpwNNNO o

9.82
6.
9.
6.
10.
10.
(I
6.
6.

EARLIES A 83 19 7
- 60 12 11
L9 10 11

56 8

50 11

60 8

6L 18

69 2

53 12
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