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PIG RLPORT
I'his report deals with the costs of fattening, breeding and
rearing pigs on ten farms in Lancashire, Cheshire and staffordshire
at various periods between December 1948, and November,1950. The
fattening costs arc given in sumnary form in Table 1, and in
detail in Table 11, while the recaring costs obtained from two of
the farms arc shown in Table 111. Table 1V presents the results
for a pecdigreec herd for a year ending in June 1950.
The costs and rcturns from fattening farms cover pcriods
beginning and ending on different dates, and as a result, they
have been variously affectcd by changes in price levels, The

price of feeding stuffs rosec sharply with the partial rcmoval of

the subsidy in April 1949, and this was followcd by a further rise

in April 1950, when the remainder of the subsidy was removed,
Consequently, food costs on those farms where the pigs were fed off
before April 1950, and particularly where somc of the cxpenditurc
wos incurrcd before April 1949, might be expected to be lower for
reasons of pricc alone. During the whole period, the average price
of pig meal incrcased from 17/5d per cwt. to 30/5d per cwt, so it
1s not altogether surprising that Farm No.5 which wus the latest
farm to be costed, and thereforc fclt the full effect of this
incrcase, should show the worst result, Rcturns werc affoctcd by
the increase in the price of fat pigs following the Price Reviews
in 1949 and 1950,

Although the results are not strictly compareble, some
relation bétweon profits and fecding costs can be scen, The highest
profits wcre made on farms where an apprcciable amount of swill

d, despite the higher labour rcquiremcnts of swill

On Farm No,6 (with the highest profit per pig) over onc
third of the total food cost was incurrcd for swill, and on Farm
No.2 (with thec second highest profit) nearly threo quarters of the
total food cost consisted of swill., At the other end of the scale,
the two farms which have madc losscs have relicd almost cntircly
on mcal for fattcning purposcs. It scems, thercfore, that profits
from fattening pigs depend very largecly on a supply of good quality

swill to supplcment purchascd concentrates,
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