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In 1947, for the fifth successive year, the costs of growing
potatoes were obtained from e sample of farms in North Cheshire,

North-West Lancashire and South-West Lancashire. The results,

covering 234% acres of the 1947 crop on 34 farms, are summarised

in thisvréport.
SAMPLE | |

Of the 34 farms from Whlch 1nformatlon was collected 7 were
“1n North Cheshlre and 1ncluded 6 farms of the 1946 sample, 17 were:
in North-West Lancashire and. included 15 of the 1946 sample, while:
the remalnlng 10 farms in South—West Lancashlre comprised 8 of the'
'19u6 sample. The size dlstrlbutlon and cropplng per 100 acres for
fthe years 1946 and 1947 are shown in Tables 1 and II. The majority
of the farms are agaln in’ the 50-100 acre Sige group and in both
years there ‘are only two farms under 50 acres’ and two farms over
200 acres. Potatoes and tillage crops generally, on the North
Cheshire and North—West Lancashlre farms,'are of less importance

in 1947, whereas the reverse is true for “the. specialised arable - j,"}

- South-~West Lancashire group. About two thirds of the acreage grown"ﬁv

by the 24 farmers in North Oheshlre and North—West Lancashire and j
gbout half the acreage grown by the South—West Lancashlre farmers3.
were costed. ' R L '
TABLE I
Size Distribution

| ... . .No, of Farms '
;‘ . ‘-_N;CheShiPé . "N.W.Lancashire 'S.W.Lancashi?é
ST {6 947 9u6 1947 1946 1947
under 50 acres - . . 1 2 |
50 - 100 " 3 o2 42 1h
100 - 200 "™ - bk
Over 200 \" . : ‘ o 1 ~

| TABLE II

N.Cheshire = 'N.W.Lancs., - 8.W.Lancs.
' 1946 1947 1946 1947 1946 - 1947
Nu.ber of Farms 117 - 18 17 13 10
Average Size (acres) 126 151 100 91 122 106
. Oats o o 169r - 22% 25 : 221
Wheat o : 153 15 16
Potatoes ' o . 10% ol . AT7E
- Kale & Roots | © 2% 2
cher Crops - o h
Total Tillage L9
Temporary Grass - ' 31%»
Permanent Grass - 1975 :
Total Crops & Grass = 100 100 100 - 100

FOFEW

[N

ml.u'“ m]_x \)l""

s
O oW |—




. In North Cheshire and North-West Lancashlre where the vapletles
grown Were largely early and second early Wlth only a few maln crop,
all potatoes, -with the exceptlon of a small quantlty on three farms,
were. sold stralght off the field. and no clamplng costs were 1ncurred
on the South-West Lancashlre farms practlcally all the varletles grown
were . maln crop and “two thlrds of the acreage costed was clamped
Costs are given up to.the p01nt of sale except where potatoes were

' clamped, in which. case the costs of clamplng are 1ncluded but not thc
charges for dressing, bagglng and clearlng up Lhe 31te of the clamp.
The most popular. early. varletles 1n all three dlstrlcts were Arran

Pilot, Ulster Chieftaln,and Nlnetyfold, Maaestlc and Arran Peak

were the most, 1mportant main crop. varletles..' o _'”

TABIE IIT
Costs Per Apre"“ B

. N.Cheshire N.W. Lancs.. é.w,laﬁcs;whfybuftparm
7 Farms : 17 FaPmS'f‘ﬁOQFarmS:”f i e g
662 Acres - 72.Acresic . 95% Acres - .
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Net Ccst'of Manures

Seed

‘Straw

.Boxes _ ‘
Spraying Matcrlals _
Rent
~Overheads

Totel T 016 5 14610
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Yield per Acre - 8t.ihowt.  7t.Ocwt,  Bt.1icwt.
‘Cost Per Ton f o6 12 515 1.
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-Total costs per acre are higher than in 1946 for all groups but

the costs of: 1nd1v1dual items show no general -trend,

Labour costs which might be expected to. Dbe generally hlgher have
rlsen in the North Cheshire and South-West Lancashlre groups, but. have
fallen slightly 1n North—West Lancashire. In the former two groupswf
there have been small increases: 1n the costs of*: plantlng and after—‘
cultlvatlons and larger increases in harvestlng costs, In North
‘Cheshlre more work was done on a: plece—work basis and 1n South-West
Lancashire the costs of regulanlandwcasual;workers,were higher ‘than
in 1946,‘ In North-West Lancashireﬁthe cost_of_afterecultivations.has
increased but is moreithan,offset by,aﬂdecrease<in other;operational-
costs, particularly the cost of-harvesting., In'this group-mone'has‘-
been spent on. regular labour and contract operatlons and less: on .

7p1ece—work than in 19&6 - Prime costs for»all operations are given in
Table IV. | |

In all three groups the net cost of manure. is lower than in 19&6
The decrease 1s greater in North-West Lancashire and applles to .both :
the farmyard manure, and artlflclals..,ln South-WestrLanQashlreﬁar‘ |
'substant;al reductlon in the quantlty of,farmyand;manurevusedvhas'ﬁ5'~
been countefbalancedlby the incfcased use’of:artificials.‘ The high
charge for farnyard manure to South-West Lancashire farmors is
explained_by_the_practice in,that:district of buying long manure at
prices three to four timesdas;high.as that“charged for,mandre produced
onvthewfarm;. | ; e | | H o T

The cost of;seed.is genefally higher than‘last year hdt”"w
differences between the groupstafe not sovmanhéd; 'Ghanges”inlthe'-
proportion ofconceegrown seed;and new seed planted'havehtendedtto:fd"
codnterbalancerthe different rates of Seeding{ The North CheShire“'.‘
farmers who planted an’ avorqge of 20 cwts. per acre used the hlghest
proportlon of once—grown seed Parmers 1n the other two,groups used
pr1nc1pally»new Scotch 'seed, The North—West Lancashlre group plantcd

‘18 cwts. per acre compared with 16 cwts. per acre in South—West

Lancashlre and also used more of the dearer'early varieties.
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A Sﬁndry expenSeS’refleét differehcestin the eysfeme’of potate
growing. In the South—West Lancashlre group where a consideréble -
"Proportion.of the potatoes were clamped there is & hlgher mharge for
straw than in,the other. groups. Charges for‘depreciation of potato
beies.indicete thet,boxing of seed was a more common preetice in
North Cheshire and Sogfh—WeSt'Lancashire;i'Sprayiné*Was-cerried out on
enly one ofﬂthevferme costed, | | _ R

'Yielde in the North\cheshire.and North-West LenCashire-greﬁps
were higher thah ih.49u6 due to the iater harvesting of’early‘and:
second early Varieties.. In South~West Leneashire the yields show a
drop as compared With'19h6.- This is prébablyvthe effect of the
prolohged-drought of'the 1ate'summer andeeariy autumn, It is also
worth notlng that the North-West Lancqshlre group which has shown the
1owem;net charge for ‘manures in both 1946 and 19&7 ﬂlso has the
1owest ylelds. '

The additional costs of unclamping, dressing, bagging and
clearing up the site of the clamp where they were incurred amounted to
520708‘/ecrein North-West Lancashire or-8/26.vper ton and in South-

West Lancashire to £3. 7. 1 per acre er 7/Ld. per ton,

TABLE IV

"N;Cheshire, rN.W.Lancs. - 8.W.Lanc Your Farm-
£ s. & £ s da & £ s 4

Manual Lebouru 11 8 0 11 18 5 14
Horse Worki : 214

;]
'3
2 8 5 2 2
16

2.
'Tractor Work | | 115 7 -_‘2 5 10
Contract Services = = o :2 1 0
. Piece Work.n‘ | 7 210 _-l3 1h '9;»‘

Casual Labour . , | -

Total
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. Tables V- and‘VI show" the dlstrlbution of total cost per acre,

yleld per ‘acre and- cost per ton.,_i
TABLE v

Range in Costs Per Acre -

Numeer’odeerms with“cosﬁs~Per5Acre EetWeen:L.

35-40 0 LO-L5 52 50-55  55-60
N.Cheshire . —l,_ o 'é . ""H (‘ | , h L :
‘N.W.Lahcs.r v. . 2HA o ; 2.'A  S 5
S.W.Lehcs,: | B . j 2. S '“d? r 5

TABLE VI
Ylelds & Costs Per Ton

Yield Per Aere. .NQ.'ef ,No,'ofﬁFarms with Costs PerATon~Between§
L moms . U T L6 68 8-10 40-12  12-1h.
2_4, . _ . ‘
L-6
- 6-8
8-10
10-12

RESTES

" Oover 1L

NeTEs ON_COSTING METHODS

' Labodr: records of the time spent on eaeh oberation by men,
horses and ﬁractdrs were eupplied by the farmers ehd the cbst |
~ calculated by charglng manual 1abour at prevalllng rates, horseo at
a standard rate of 1/L per hour, ‘and tractors at a standard rate of
B/L per hour. Contract work was taken at aetual cost and 1ncluded
in addition to the hire of equipment, the cost of any labour supplied.
P, F.Y.M.: the charge for manure produced on the holding was. 10/—

per ton exclusive of the cost of carting and spreadlng.
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Seed: purcﬁasedAseed Wae:eharged'at cost pripe, including
earriage, and home grown seed at £9 per toni | |
§E£éﬂ’ straw used for clampiﬁg.was charged at £3. 10, o'béf ton,

"Monurial. Residues and Culblvatlons- the costs of manuring were

adﬁu ted 1or residual values on the bas1s of the recommendatlons of
the. Commlttee appo¢nted to examine the Tables of Manurlal Residues.
No. ulrowances werc made for grqss and clover roots ploughed 1n,'or
for beneficial cultlvatlons. In Teble III Net Manurlal Residues is
the difference in value between the Manuriei Residues in the groohae

" pefore and, after the. grow1ng of the potato crop., The cost of

menures applied has to be adgusted by this flgure to give. the amount

cha eable for manures agalnst the potato crop.

Overhead EBXpenses: ani’ amount equal to 10% of the cost of labour,

‘seed manureo and rent was charaed under this head to~cover a
proportlon of .the gonerai upkeﬁp charges on the farm, depreciaﬁion
on implements end ‘time lost through 111ness, ‘holidays with pay and
SO on, |

Yieldss ‘the vields quoted in the bulletln are weights of

atahle ware,










