
 
 

Give to AgEcon Search 

 
 

 

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library 
 

 
 

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the 
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search. 

 
 
 

Help ensure our sustainability. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AgEcon Search 
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu 

aesearch@umn.edu 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only. 
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright 
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C. 

https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu


 

 
 

Journal of Food Distribution Research 
Volume 47 Issue 1 

 
March 2016                                                                                                                             Volume 47 Issue 1 73 

 

Opportunities for Local Food Systems Research and Extension  
in the South – A Land Grant University System Initiative 

 
Margarita Velandiaa, Tim Woodsb, Eric Bendfeldtc, Joanna M. Lelekacsd, Rodney Holcombe, 
Marco Palmaf, Dave Lamieg, Rebecca Dunningh, Lee Meyeri, H.L. Goodwin Jr.j, Ron Raineyk, 

Alba Collartl, and Deacue Fieldsm 

 
aAssociate Professor, Department of Agricultural & Resource Economics, University of Tennessee,  

Knoxville, TN 37996 USA  Phone: (865) 974-7409 Email: mvelandia@utk.edu 
 

bExtension Professor, Department of Agricultural Economics, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546, USA 
 

cExtension Specialist, Virginia Cooperative Extension, Virginia Tech University, Harrisonburg VA 22801, USA 
 

d Coordinator of Local Foods, NC Cooperative Extension,  
North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC 27695, USA 

 
eProfessor, Food Science Department, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK 74078, USA 

 
fAssociate Professor, Department of Agricultural Economics, Texas A&M University, College Station, TX 77843, USA 

 
gAssociate Professor and Extension Specialist, School of Agricultural, Forest, and Environmental Sciences, 

Clemson University, Clemson, SC 29634, USA 
  

hSenior Research Scholar, NC Cooperative Extension,  
North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC 27695, USA  

 
iExtension Professor, Department of Agricultural Economics, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546, USA  

 
j, k Professor, Department of Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness, University of Arkansas,  

Fayetteville, AR 72701, USA 
 

lAssistant Extension Professor, Department of Agricultural Economics, Mississippi State University,  
Mississippi State, MS 39762, USA 

 
m Professor, Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology Department, Auburn University, AL 36849, USA 

 
 

 
Corresponding author 

 
  



Velandia et al.                                                                                                    Journal of Food Distribution Research 

March 2016                                                                                                                              Volume 47 Issue 1 74 

Abstract 

 
Acknowledging regional differences in the development of Local Food Systems across the 
United States, Southern Experiment Station Directors and Extension Directors decided to 
commission the development of an effective collaboration plan between southern Land Grant 
University (LGU) faculty in the area of Local Food Systems (LFS). The United States southern 
region’s unique characteristics, such as the historically large concentration of underserved and 
small farms (Goodwin 2013), could impose unique challenges and opportunities for the 
development of LFS, and therefore a regional approach to addressing this region’s unique needs 
may be appropriate.  
 
With the support of the Southern Risk Management Education Center (SRMEC), the SRMEC 
Local Food Systems Work Group was created in 2013. During the first two years, this group 
identified research and extension priorities for LFS in the south. The ultimate goal of this group 
is to establish LFS programing that can help the southern LGU system more effectively address 
key factors supporting the successful development of LFS in this region. 
 
This group identified ten research and extension priorities for LFS in the south, also represented 
graphically in Figure 1, from the perspective of agricultural economics and risk management: 1) 
market and supply chain logistics; 2) financial and risk management for LFS; 3) economic, 
social, and environmental outcomes; 4) consumer demand; 5) food safety; 6) financial and risk 
management for enterprises; 7) food security; 8) food access; 9) food system policies; and 10) 
general knowledge associated with LFS.  
 
A complete discussion of identified priorities one to five was published in an invited issue of 
Choices entitled “Developing Local Food Systems in the South” (Goodwin 2013). In this issue, 
the SRMEC LFS Work Group specifically discussed the role of the LGU system in supporting 
each of the priorities identified. For example, this group highlights the important role the 
southern LGU system plays in the development of LFS-focused education and capacity building 
programs to support LFS development (Woods et al. 2013). Additionally, this group 
acknowledges the importance of creating a network of researchers and extension professionals 
providing objective feedback on research areas that could guide the allocation of resources for 
the development of LFS such as the evaluation of social, economic, and environmental outcomes 
associated with LFS (Lamie et al. 2013). 
 
Future plans of the SRMEC LFS Work Group include expanding the discussion of priorities six 
to ten, as well as the identification and implementation of research and extension outreach 
collaboration opportunities. 
 



Velandia et al.                                                                                                    Journal of Food Distribution Research 

March 2016                                                                                                                              Volume 47 Issue 1 75 

 

Figure 1. Info-graphic Relating LFS Operations and LGU Priorities. 
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