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ABSTRACT 

An estimated 29 million acres were affected by drainage investments 

in the United States during 1975-77 at a total cost of over $2.25 billion. 

About 415,000 ownership units drained an average of 70 acres at an 

average cost of about $95 per acre. Over 13.5 million acres were in the 

Cornbelt and Delta regions. Cropland was the dominant use of the drained 

land, both prior to and following drainage. Cash and savings of land-

owners were the source of over 80 percent of the capital necessary for 

drainage investments. 
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