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ABSTRACT 
 

          A sample survey was conducted in two villages in the district of Mymensingh with the objective of identifying 
the major causes and effects of land transfer. The major findings are that the trend of distress sales of land, mainly crop 
land has been increasing and that large farmers and businessmen are buying land. A significant proportion of sellers have 
become completely landless within a few years, some became tenants, some lost their draft animals as well and most 
sellers have too many people in the family to work on too little land left after selling. 
 
 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 

 

One of the major problems of Bangladesh agriculture is said to be connected with the 
distribution of land, the key productive resource. Control over land ensures access to other 
productive inputs. Also the rights in land are considered as the basis of economic, social 
and political status at the village as well as at the national level.  
 

It was found in a nation wide survey in 1977 that 32.27% households were landless, 
29•10 %of the land owners owned 0.1-1.0 acres, 15.78%owned 1.0-2.0 acres, 15.64% 
owned 2.0-5.0 acres, 4.94% owned 5.0-10.0 acres, 0.99% owned 10.0--15.0 acres 
and 0.76% owned over 15.0 acres. Top 1.75% households owned 19.3% of the total 
cultivable land (Jannuzi and Peach 1977). ' 

 
The existing unequal landownership pattern is getting more skewed through fre-

quent transfer of land resulting in escalation of rural poverty. The small landowners are 
selling or mortgaging out land and the large farmers or businessmen are buyii.g or 
mortgaging in that land. Transfer of ownership of small landholdings in the rural areas of 
Bangladesh has increased in the recent years. Statistics show that the increase in transfer 
of ownership of land in 1976 rose by four times as compared to 1971 (Table 1). 
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