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LAND TENURE AND EFFICIENCY IN BORO RICE PRODUCUON IN AN 
AREA OF MYMENSINGH DISTRICT* 

 
R .  K. Talukder** 

 
 

ABSTRACT 
          This paper examines the relative efficiency of the alternative forms of land tenure in irrigated boro rice 
production with a sample of 124 farms. Inter-tenure comparison revealed that there were no major differences in 
resource use and yield among the specified tenure groups. However, owner-tenant farms obtained highest yield, 
gross and net return per acre while yield of crop, gross and net return per acre were lowest for the pure tenant farms. 
Comparative analysis of the owned and rented components of the same owner-tenant farms revealed that they used 
more of all the inputs and obtained higher yield on owned land than on rented land. Thus the evidence lend 
support to the Marshallian proposition that share tenancy results in under-utilization of resources and hence is an 
inefficient form of tenure arrangement. 
 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

        The comparative productive efficiency of alternative forms of land tenure has 
long been debated. In Bangladesh, a number of recent studies provided contradictory 
results (Zaman 1973, Jabbar 1977, Hossain 1977, Mandal 1979). These studies 
implicitly assumed tenure duration for full year in that no change in tenure status of 
farms and lands within a year were considered. In reality, rental terms may permit 
tenancy duration of a few months for production of a single crop to more than a year 
and total duration may last for several years with periodic renewal of contracts 
 

Evidences are available showing that proportion of farms and farm areas falling 
into different tenure categories vary from crop to crop within a single year (Jabbar 
1978, Mandal 1977). Thus level of tenancy is likely to vary from crop to crop. Also, 
type and intensity of input use vary from one crop to another. Therefore, a more 
realistic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
           *This paper is derived from the author's Masters, thesis submitted to the American University of Beirut 
in May, 1980. 
           **Assistant Professor, Department of Agricultural Economies, Bangladesh Agricultural University, 
Mymensingh. The author is indebted to his colleagues Dr. M. A. Jabbar and Dr. M.A.S. Mandal for their valuable 
comments on an earlier draft of the paper. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


