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FOOD AID AND FOOD POLICY IN BANGLADESH* 

 E. J. Clay** 

 
ABSTRACT 

 

         Bangladesh has now replaced India as the most publicized large scale recipient of food aid 
importing 1.67 million tons of food grains, four fifths of which were on concessional terms, in 
1977/78 ( July to June ). Some analysts, extrapolating from the poor performance of the 
agricultural sector upto the mid 1970s, also project that Bangladesh will be one of the largest 
importers of foodgrains in a decade's time merely in order to maintain current pitifully 
inadequate levels of nutrition. Yet so far there has been no open debate or systematic attempt 
to analyse the impact of food aid on the Bangladesh economy compared with the controversy 
and intensive analysis of food aid to India. This article is intended to demonstrate the 
seriousness of this gap in the literature. It includes a review of provisional evidence on the role 
of food aid in the Bangladesh economy during the first quinquennium of planned development, 
1972/3-1977/8. 

I . INTRODUCTION 
 
        The financial year 1977/8 is the sixth since Independence and the final year of the 1st 
Five Year Plan that was to have marked the achievement of ‘self-sufficiency’ in 
food. Even though foodgrain production reached a new high, 13.1 million tons 
according to official estimates, Bangladesh nevertheless imported 1.67 million tons of 
foodgrains, 82 percent on concessianal terms, as loans or grants. The per capita 
availability from imports remains comparable to the level in 1969/70, the last year 
before production began to be disrupted by the independence struggle. l It is not 
entirely a case of 'plus ca change', because the supply of food through public ration 
system now on average exceeds the flow of imports, and in 1977/78 was absolutely 
95 percent higher and when estimated in per capita terms, 57 percent higher than in 
1969/70. The 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*This is a shortened version of a paper -Food aid and the economic development of    
Bangladesh" to be given at the A/D/C RTN Seminar, Implementation of US Food 
AID. TITLE 111, Princeton. January 15-16, 1979. 
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