
 
 

Give to AgEcon Search 

 
 

 

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library 
 

 
 

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the 
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search. 

 
 
 

Help ensure our sustainability. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AgEcon Search 
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu 

aesearch@umn.edu 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only. 
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright 
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C. 

https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu


BJAE, Vol 1,1 (1978) 88-106 
 

 
CO-OPERATIVE FARMING EXPERIMENTS IN BANGLADESH: 

A NOTE ON THEIR NATURE OF CO-OPERATIVIZATION 
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ABSTRACT 
 
        This paper is intended to outline the pattern of co-operativization practised in the co-
operative farming experiments in Bangladesh. Results of the analysis gave rise to some hypotheses 
demanding micro-research. It has been pointed out that land reforms seem to be necessary for 
homogenizing the farm size and tenancy relations in order to ensure equity in returns to land 
and son-land factors in co-operative farming. Examples indicate that present forms of 
collectivization prior to mechanization can produce some "indirect" effects through better loan 
use, easy access input to and extension service, while the size effect on productivity may be 
non-spectacular or negative due to initial dis-economies. The paper concludes that goal conflicts 
between heterogeneous member groups can be tackled in the short run by limiting the level of 
collectivization. 

 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 
        This paper will embody preliminary observations on some co-operative farming1 
projects in Bangladesh since 1972- many of which faced operational deadlock only after 
one or two years of their inception while some others are still functioning. The main focus of 
this paper will be on certain key issues regarding the nature and degree of co-
operativization practised in the experimental cooperative farms by postulating the role 
of co-operative farming in a long term transformation process of agriculture, the success or 
failure of which will be determined by the given socio-economic conditions. 

 

The question of establishing a co-operative farming system - be it backed by 
pronounced commitment of the state to definite national economic and politico- ideological 
goals or by some private organizations to attain philanthropic and academic results- can 
not be examined superficially. This is firstly because there is a tremendous gap between 
the stage at which the farming community of Bangladesh is situated today and the coveted 
stage the politicians, planners and economists might want the farmers to reach through 
co-operative farming practices. Secondly, because there seems to exist some tendency not to 
differen- 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*The author is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Co-operation and Marketing; 
Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh. He is grateful to Professor A. M. M. 
Husain who looked through an earlier draft of the paper and offered useful comments. 
However, the deficiencies that still remain are the author's own. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


