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CONSTRAINTS FACING ASIAN SMALL FARMS* 
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ABSTRACT 
 
         A central theme in this paper is that some of the most critical constraints in Asia to achieving larger farm 
production, the fruits of which are more equitably distributed, are beyond the control of individual farmers. 
If the field of farm management is to play an important role in improving me welfare of large numbers of 
poor Asian farmers, it must devote some of its analytic efforts to issues other than within-farm resource 
allocation as is characteristic of traditional western farm management. In particular, it must also examine 
factors exogenous to the farm, including those institutions and policies that control the access of 
operators of small farms and other groups o f poor people to the income streams from agriculture. 

 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

Institutions are frequently cited as a major constraint to development, 
particularly for    agriculture involving many small farmers. Two recent and 
authoritative sources are as follows. 
         Dale Hathaway (1977, p. 601), a long-time scholar of international 
agricultural Development, concluded a 1976 World Food Conference by saying: 

My main conclusion is that  the mojor and crucial linkage to the improve-
ment of food availability in those developing countries where food 
availability must primarily come via the improvement of production 
among small and least advantaged of the farmers depends on the ability of 
institutions to develop (italics mine) and increase the rate of adoption of 
modern technology on millions of small farms.  

 

He  judges that the basic structure for food production is generally adequate           
(although sometimes ineffective), and that the weakest points are insufficient locally-
adapted technology and inadequate incentives for farmers to adopt technology. To 
deal with these weaknesses he indicates the need to concentrate more on key 
institutions such as applied research, manpower development, and agricultural 
education.  

 

The Second Asian Agricultural Survey by the Asian Development Bank [A. D. 
B., 1978, p. 82] reports the following finding. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

          *This is a revision of a paper presented at a Workshop on Farm Management Teaching in Asia, sponsored 
by the Agricultural Development Council, Inc., Bangkok, November 15-17, 1978. 
 
          **ADC Associate for Malaysia, and Visiting Associate Professor, Faculty of Resource Economics and 
Agribusiness, Malaysian Agricultural University, Serdang, SelavZor, Malaysia. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


