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ABSTRACT 

This paper presents an investigation of the farmers' varietal preferences, the factors causing 
the adoption of high-yielding varieties of aman paddy ( HYVs ), the per acre uses of seeds and 
chemical fertilizers for producing different HYVs and traditional varieties of aman paddy ( TVs ) 
in an area of Bangladesh. Three selected indicators were used for measuring the degrees of 
farmers' varietal preferences. Degrees of adequacy In the use of production inputs were 
estimated by comparing the levels of application with recommended doses per acre. The result 
of the analysis suggests that the farmers had strong preferences for TVs over HYVs. The high-
yield per acre was the most important factor causing the adoption of HYVs while the absence 
of government assistance was one of the major factors responsible for retarding the adoption of 
HYVs. The levels of different input uses per acre were higher for HYVs than those for TVs, 
and they were economically justified. The results o the analysis further reveal that the farmers 
used high-yielding and traditional variety seeds adequately, while the degrees of adequacy in the 
use of chemical fertilizers ranged from about 4 percent to 17 percent for different varieties of 
aman paddy. 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

 

          Diffusion of high yielding varieties of paddy in Bangladesh is extremely important as a 
matter of policy for attaining an increase in foodgrain production. Initial diffusion of high-
yielding varieties of paddy has largely been limited to boro season. Expansion of boro 
acreage in Bangladesh is greatly constrained by the availability of irrigation water and 
therefore, has distinct limitation. In recent years, adoption of high-yielding varieties of aman 
paddy ( HYVs ) under rainfed condition is gaining considerable importance in Bangladesh. The 
Two-Year plan aims at achieving an increase in boro acreage under high-yielding varieties 
from the benchmark level of 13.38 lakh acres in 1976-77 to 16 lakh acres in 1979-80. On the 
other hand, aman acreage under HYVs and local improved varieties is planned to increase 
from 10.46 lakh acres in 1976-77 to 21 lakh acres in 1979-80 (Bangladesh 1978, p. 
79). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          *Respectively Associate Professor and graduate student, Department of Agricultural 
Economics. Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


