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TEN YEARS OF DWARF WHEAT PRODUCTION IN BANGLADESH 
 

E. J. Clay* 
 
 

ABSTRACT 
         Available evidence on trends in wheat production and associated seed multiplication and distribution 
activities are reviewed. Impact of the introduction of dwarf wheat on production and the performance of the 
seed production and distribution systems are assessed. 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 This is an opportune time to assess the impact of programmes for the expansion of wheat 
production in Bangladesh: It is ten years since first limited release of dwarf wheat in 
1967/68 led rapidly to a programme for the expansion of wheat cultivation through 
the diffusion of dwarf wheat varieties.  The expansion of wheat production has been 
complemented by programmes for development of research capacity in wheat, local 
wheat seed multiplication, and since 1975/76 the first halting steps in a price 
support programme through the procurement of wheat at local sales points at fixed 
prices from farmers. 
 
This paper looks at the available evidence of trends in wheat production and 
associated seed multiplication and distribution activities. An attempt is made to 
assess the impact of the introduction of dwarf wheat on production and the 
performance of the seed production and distribution system at an aggregate level. 
This review is intended to be part of a larger review assessing the overall impact 
of programmes for the expansion of wheat production through investment in local 
research and development capacity including research and training links with 
CIMMYT, expansion of local seed production and distribution and extension efforts 
aimed at familiarising farmers with wheat cultivation.  
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