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ABSTRACT 
 

           The increasing participation of rural women in wage labour activity reflects the deepening 
impoverishment of the poorest rural households. Despite political and economic conditions that discriminate 
against the rural poor there are opportunities to benefit the poorest by operating programmes 
exclusively for poor women. 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

         This paper seeks to provide an analysis of female wage labour participation 
in rural Bangladesh. We specify wage labour because one of the strongest trends in rural 
Bangladesh at present is the increase in numbers of female wage labourers. There is an 
evolving pattern of female participation which is in sharp contrast to traditional forms of 
social organization. The deepening poverty of a growing number of rural households is 
requiring them to maximise opportunities for labour earnings. It is these households, where 
women participate in the labour market that suffers the lowest levels of welfare in the village. 
The principal purpose of this paper is to demonstrate the growing importance of female par-
ticipation, to show how it is related to increasing landlessness and decreasing real wages in 
agriculture, and to discuss the potential for realising equity and efficiency gains through 
programmes aimed at economic betterment of rural women. 

 
  After some remarks on the nature of the gender division of labour, generally and then 

within rural Bangladesh, we examine the social and economic causes of the pattern of female 
wage employment using Chayanov's approach (Chayanov 1925) of the labour consumer 
balance of the peasant farm family. The empirical content is based on the preliminary analysis 
of materials colleted during the (continuing) Institute of Development Studies post-harvest 
research project in Bangladesh concerned with the socioeconomic implications of technical 
change in farm and village level rice processing ;. 
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