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ABSTRACT 
 

           Over 90 Percent of rice produced in Bangladesh is processed by women in their homesteads and 
in small custom mills located in the rural areas. These technologies have so far been neglected by 
both economists and engineers, while trying to find appropriate technology mix for rice processing in 
Bangladesh. This paper presents an analysis of the relative economics and employment effects of the 
rural processing technologies and their implications for choice of technology mix for rice processing 
in Bangladesh. 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

             This paper will concentrate on rural rice processing systems for two simple reasons. One is that the 
distribution of rice consumption in Bangladesh is over-whelmingly rural, only 9.5 percent of the 
population being classed as urban (BBS 1977a, p. 76-7). The major mills (with low pressure steam 
parboiling systems which inter alia may mill on contract to the Food Department) are usually located in 
or very close to urban settlements. They mill between 2 and 6 percent of rice production (GEP 1968; 
1977) and are not important for rural areas. The second reason is that virtually nothing is known about 
the rural processing of rice, in spite of the importance of rice to the Bangladesh economy, and in spite of 
the fact that since all paddy has to be husked, rice processing is a basic agro-industry. Rural rice 
processing consists of two main bundles of techniques, those practised by women in their homesteads or 
baris, and those centring on the custom w il l ,  normally a number 2 or 8 huller. Neglect of the homestead 
technology is a manifestation of a widespread ignorance over women’s’ economic activity generally 
(W F W 1975; also see references in Adnan e t  al .  1976). Neglect of the custom mill is probably due to 
"urban bias" in economic monitoring (Lipton 1977) as well as the exclusion -of this technology from the 
education of many rice processing engineers (Araullo et ad. 1976). 
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