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ABSTRACT 
 

           The study attempted to measure and compare resource use and productivity with respect to farm size and tenancy in 
an area of Bangladesh. It used empirical data collected through a lengthy intensive farm survey. It was observed 
that productivity per acre increased up to certain level (about 4.0 acres) then decreased as the farm size 
increased. Medium farms (2.0 - 3.99 acres) were found relatively more productive than small farms (below 2.0 
acres) and large farms (4.0 acres and above). Share cropping tenancy was found to be inefficient in resource use and 
production, but cost-sharing tenancy had some favourable impact toward improving productivity on sharecropped 
land. 

I.  INTRODUCTION 
 
         In recent years a few field level studies have been conducted in Bangladesh to deter- 
mine the influence of farm size and tenancy on resource use and productivity (Khan 1971 ; 
Zaman 1973 ; Jabbar 1977 ; Hossain 1977 ; Talukder 1980). The findings of these studies 
are contradictory leading to different policy implications. These varied results stem in 
part from the various procedures followed for farm classification and analysis of data. 
 

Hossain (1977), for example, in his study in Phulpur and Thakurgaon, classified 
farms cultivating land upto 6.5 acres as owner I comprising small and medium farms, 
and those cultivating land above 6.5 acres as Owner II comprising large farms. Then 
he estimated the difference in land productivity between these two groups of farms and 
reported an inverse relationship between farm size and productivity, meaning by 
implication that such a negative relationship holds in all parts of the country and 
over all farm sizes from zero to infinity. As Hossain himself recognises that 6.5 acre 
dividing line bundles up all small and medium farms together, the use of such a wide 
size range might have blurred the influence of farm size on productivity when a 
comparison was made between these two groups. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Based on the author's Ph.D. thesis submitted to the University of London, 1979. 
            **The author is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Agricultural Economics, Bangladesh 
Agricultural University, Mymensingh. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


