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ABSTRACT 
 

          This paper presents an empirical analysis of the seasonality of farm labour use on the basis of 
data collected from 160 rural households. Two seasonal peaks in labour use were observed. The 
first peak was observed in the months of March-May, while the second peak occurred in August. A 
comparison between farm size groups revealed that medium farms, compared to small farms and large 
farms, seemed to have made available higher amount of labour in the second peak. One of the 
reasons for this is that the medium farmers did not hire out much family labour so that they could 
meet the peak season labour demand. 
 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

 

         In recent years a few empirical studies have been conducted on the seasonal aspect of 
farm labour use (Muqtada 1975 ; Clay 1978 ; Ahmed 1978 ; Masum 1979). One of the 
methodological problems of these studies stems from the flimsy data base used. Seasonal data 
on labour use has not been collected through direct farm survey over different periods of the 
year. Instead, seasonal break-down of labour use has been done quite arbitrarily by using 
operationwise labour use data with respect to somewhat impressionistically devised crop-
calendar. The method used by Ahmed (1978) is more dubious because he has broken down 
annual labour requirements in a Comilla village week by week depending on information 
drawn from only 10 farms (and one agriculture officer) interviewing respondents only twice a 
year. The naive assumption underlying such approach is that farm work is unevenly 
distributed between crop operations but uniformly divided over the periods covered by 
particular crop operation. This 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         *Based on a section of the author's Ph. D. thesis submitted to the University of London, 1979. 
          
         **The author is an Assistant Professor in the Department of. Agricultural Economics, Bangladesh 
Agricultural University, Mymensingh. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


