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ABSTRACT 

   This paper seeks to examine the possibility of cooperative farming as an alternative to share 
renting with the help of data on three experimental cooperative farms in Bangladesh. It has been 
observed that cooperative farms may provide an alternative to share renting only if due shares of 
returns for all land and non-land resources supplied by members are ensured. Due to absence of 
such provisions, practice of renting was prevalent in the cooperative farms under study. There is 
evidence that under the existing methods of organization of the cooperative farms, the members of 
small and medium farm size, unlike similar size groups of non-members, tended to increase their 
operated area significantly by renting in more land than they rented out. This is possibly the 
reflection of the less exploitative terms of share renting in the cooperative farming areas compared to 
other areas. In the long-term content, however, the objective of equity in income distribution will be 
blurred by the parallel existence of share renting within the co-operative farms since it will provide a 
source of income transfer from tenant members to land-owner members. 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

According to economists dealing with the problem of cooperative farming in Bangladesh, the 
main objective behind cooperative farming is to help increase productivity and to ensure equity in 
income distribution (Husain 1979). It is further argued that the heterogeneity in resource 
endowment of farmers may constitute a positive factor in farmers' decision making with respect to 
participation in cooperative farming (Ahmed 1978). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*This paper is a revised version of some sections of a report to be published in July 1980 (See 

Ahmed et al. 1980 ). 
      **Jasim U. Ahmed is Assistant Professor in the Department of Cooperation and Marketing, Ban-
gladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh. Views expressed in this paper are exclusively his 
own, and do not represent the official standpoint of the Department he works in. The author 
acknowledges the useful comments of Prof. A.M.M. Husain and Dr. M.A. Jabbar of the Faculty of 
Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology at the BAU on earlier version of the paper. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


