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FIELD ACTION PROJECT (MYMENSINGH SUB-PROJECT)  
FOR SMALL FARMERS AND LANDLESS LABOURERS: A 

REVIEW OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF BENEFITS 

Shankar Kumar Raha* 

I     INTRODUCTION 
 
Increasing landlessness and rural poverty are problems of concern to develop-

ment planners in Bangladesh. The intensity of these problems has been increasing 
inspite of emphasis given on reduction of poverty in the planning documents. Land-
lessness increased from 17 percent of rural households in 1960 to 33 percent in 1977. 
About 50 percent of the rural households are now considered as functionally landless 
(Jannuzi and Peach 1977). It is now more or less accepted by development planners in 
the Government and in the world organisations that main-stream development pro-
grammes are not likely to solve the problems of mass poverty and growing inequality 
of income in the rural areas. Special programmes are advocated to solve these pro-
blems. 

During the seventies various types of special projects and programmes have been 
devised and experimented by the Government and also by the world organisations and 
the voluntary agencies. Some of the experimented projects have been replicated and 
adopted as general programmes. The major emphasis of these projects is on generation 
of employment and income. 

In this note, the consequences, particularly distribution of benefit, of a pilot 
project recently experimented in Mymensingh is analysed. There are two other similar 
Sub-projects in Comilla and Bogra. But their performances could not be analysed due 
to lack of materials. In section II the background and objectives of the project are 
described. In Sections III and IV operation and consequences of the project on 
income and distribution of income are analysed. Conclusion are given in the end. 
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Economics, Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh for helpful suggestions and Comments. 
However, responsibility for any deficiencies, remaining in this paper are those of the author. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


