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POSTHARVEST PADDY PROCESSING IN BANGLADESH:  
IS MECHANIZATION NEEDED AT FARM LEVEL? 
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ABSTRACT 
 

The analysis in this paper provides indicative evidences of low foodgrain loss and 
labour requirement in postharvest processing of aus paddy by traditional methods in some selected 
farms of Bangladesh. The reasons for low food loss lie in the relative efficiency of small-scale farming in 
managing the postharvest operations. This tends to limit the scope for probable modernized loss reducing 
technologies at farm level. Possibilities for saving labour by modernized postharvest 
technologies too do not appear to be substantial since the labour requirement in all the operations, 
except husking, is already low under the existing traditional technologies and the use of zero-or low-cost 
family labour is also high. Failures to popularize the natural draught dries in the study area may be 
attributed mainly to higher costs of labour, fuel and fixed capital. Contrarily, the increasing expansion 
of the rice huller technology, the only commercial type modernized technology in the rural postharvest 
sector in Bangladesh, is mainly due to the higher labour requirement in the alternative traditional husking 
technologies. Development programmes should be undertaken to alleviate the adverse effects of labour 
displacing technologies, such as rice hullers, on the employment and income of the rural poor. 
 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

 

       The economic rationale behind mechanization of postharvest processing of 
paddy is to increase labour productivity and or reduce food loss. However,  
under conditions of labour-abundant small-scale farming, as in Bangladesh, this 
two-fold rationale may become inoperative due to scale of operation lagging 
behind need for mechanization or may come into conflict with the equity issue 
in rural income distribution due to eviction of hired labour caused by 
mechanization of paddy processing (Ahmed 1981a). The present paper seeks to 
examine the need for mechanizing paddy postharvest operations 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         *The author is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Cooperation and Marketing, Bangladesh 
Agricultural University (BAU), Mymensingh. This paper has been drawn from a larger report he 
submitted to the Agricultural Development Council, Inc. (A D C), New York, on conclusion of a study 
conducted in 1980. The A D C deserves appreciation for financing the study. The views expressed in the 
paper are not, however, necessarily identical with those of BAU or A D C. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


