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ABSTRACT 
 
    The study was conducted in Mymensingh Municipal area. All the sample Harjans work as scavengers in 

different organizations. They are severely underpaid in relation to their services. They are currently cohesive but 
professionally unorganized. They are also highly indebted to money lenders. They are generally neglected by 
the society at large. Some suggestions have been made to improve their economic condition. 
 

 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

      The term Harijan (Man of God or children of God) was first used by the great 
(Gujrati saint, Narshima Mehta, and later adopted by Mahatma Gandhi to refer to many 
groups of people who were traditionally considered as untouchables (Jayaraman 1981). 
Unlike in India, the Harijans in Bangladesh are mostly urban based and pro-
fessionally relatively homogeneous. The Harijans in Bangladesh are at the lowest rungs 
of the economic, social and political life in the country. Though they are not strong 
numerically, their services are indispensable to our daily life.  

  The practice of untouchability and other forms of social disabilities to which the 
Harijans are subjected to in India are not so acute in Bangladesh. In spite of the 
indispensable services of the Harijans, hardly any step has been taken to study their 
position and problems and alleviate their economic plight.  • 

  The main objective of this paper is to identify the existing socioeconomic position 
of the Harijans, their perceptions about their problems and relevant solutions . 
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