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ABSTRACT 
 
There are about 17 Lkh ponds covering 3 lakh acres in rural Bangladesh. A survey of 297 ponds in Mymensingh 

district revealed that a vast majority of the owners did not practice scientific fish culture due to multiplicity of 
ownership, lack of resources, unavailability of improved fish fries. Consequently fish output per acre was very 
low. Production of fresh water fish can, therefore, be increased to a considerable extent by ensuring scientific 
utilization of existing fish ponds. 

 
 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Bangladesh is potentially very rich in water resources. In 1979 more than 33 lakh 
were under inland fisheries of which more than 3.3 lakh acres were under 17 lakh 
and tanks (GOB 1981). Most of these ponds and tanks are spread over about 68000 
villages of the country. Although with the increase in population in the country, demand 
inland fish protein is gradually increasing, production of inland fisheries has been actually 
decreasing in recent years (Table 1). Again most of this inland fish production, around 95 
percent, were raised and caught in beels, haors, ponds, tanks, rivers, etc. as wild fish crop. 
Only about 2 to 5 percent of total fish production were raised and caught in the 
scientifically managed ponds and tanks. There are, of course, some socio-economic 
that stand in the way of the development of pisciculture in fresh water ponds and 
in this country. Research on the socio-economic aspects of pisciculture is,  
ore, demanding (Gill and Motahar 1982, p. 3). The present study was undertaken 
ut the socio-economic problems that are adversely affecting fresh water fish culture 
selected areas of Mymensingh district. The specific objectives of the study were (i) 
'ne the utilization of ponds and tanks in the villages in relation to ownership pat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
*The paper is partly based on a BARC sponsored research report "A Study on Utilization Pattern of Ponds in Some 
Selected Areas of Mymensingh District" completed in June 1979. The authors alone are responsible for 
the views expressed in this note. 
** The authors are Assistant Professors in the Faculty of Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology, 
Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh.    























 


