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Abstract The disposable income per capita of rural residents in Tibet was 7471 yuan in 2014. There is a high gap with the national average

disposable income per capita of rural residents (10489 yuan). Thus, it is urgent to increase income of farmers and herdsmen in Tibet. On the

basis of literature in recent years, this paper analyzed methods for increasing income of farmers and herdsmen in Tibet, major factors restricting

increase of their income, and approaches for increasing their income. It is expected to provide certain reference for further expanding ideas of

increase of their income in the new period.
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1 Introduction

Since the Eighteenth National Congress, in the new period of real-
izing strategic objective of comprehensively building well-off socie-
ty, government at all levels of Tibet deeply implements spirit of
major speeches of President Xi Jinping, key requirements of Tibet
works, especially strategic idea of " running the whole country
needs governing the frontier, governing the frontier needs stabili-
zing Tibet" , and implements instruction of " governing Tibet in
compliance with laws and building Tibet for a long term" of vice
president Yu Zhengsheng. Besides, it constantly increases invest-
ment of agriculture-related funds, implements measures for in-
creasing income and efficiency of agriculture and animal husband-
ry, and further opens new channels for increase of their income.
Family income of farmers and herdsmen realizes rapid growth,
which improves people’s livelihood and ensures harmony and sta-
bility of Tibet.

However, the disposable income per capita of rural residents
in Tibet was 7471 yuan in 2014. There is a high gap with the na-
tional average disposable income per capita of rural residents
(10489 yuan). Thus, it is urgent to increase income of farmers
and herdsmen in Tibet. Constant increase of income of farmers and
herdsmen not only concerns improvement of their living condi-
tions, but also promotes new socialist countryside construction and
the well-off society construction. Besides, it is favorable for keep-
ing frontier stability, ensuring sound and sustainable development
of Tibet economy. It is also an essential guarantee for Tibet
smoothly realizing the objective of building a well-off society. In

this study, we analyzed methods for increasing income of farmers
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and herdsmen in Tibet, major factors restricting increase of their
income , and approaches for increasing their income. It is expected
to provide certain reference for further expanding ideas of increase

of their income in the new period.

2 Current situations and characteristics of income of
farmers and herdsmen in Tibet

2.1 Income mainly comes from sales of primary production
means In recent 5 years, the growth rate of income of farmers
and herdsmen in Tibet ranked the first place in the whole country.
The per capita net family income of farmers and herdsmen in 2014
increased 0. 8 times of the year 2010. The annual growth rate is up
to 16% , as listed in Table 1. Increase of income mainly comes
from sales of primary production means. Chinese caterpillar fungus
is a famous health care product. Farmers and herdsmen in Tibet
rely highly on collection of Chinese caterpillar fungus'"’, but the
processing industry of Chinese caterpillar fungus is backward and
their income mainly comes from sales of raw Chinese caterpillar
fungus. The growth condition of Chinese caterpillar fungus is very
harsh, and it is closely connected with altitude, vegetation and
climate. Chinese caterpillar fungus is mainly distributed in Qing-
hai-Tibet Plateau areas and surrounding areas. The total annual
excavation of Chinese caterpillar fungus accounts for more than
98% of the world, the total yield is 120 —200 tons>'. The pro-
duction areas include Tibet, Qinghai, Sichuan, Yunnan, and
Gansu. According to estimation of the Agriculture and Animal
Husbandry Department of Tibet, the resource volume of Chinese
caterpillar fungus in Tibet is about 65 —70 tons; according to sta-
tistical data at Tibet working conference on December 26, 2012,
the yield of 45 tons had total revenue of 3 billion yuan, and the
yield in Naqu and Changdu accounts for 80% of total yield in Ti-
bet™. In 2013, the yield of Chinese caterpillar fungus in Tibet
was 53.7 tons, while in 2014, the figure was about 30 tons. By

now, study is still at exploration stage for cultivation of Chinese
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caterpillar fungus through hyphae and artificial breeding of bats
and insects, as well as artificial inoculation. The Chinese caterpil-
lar fungus is still precious medicinal plants completely relied on
wild growing. Some scholars hold that 1/3 of farmers and herds-
men in Tibet obtain income mainly relying on Chinese caterpillar
fungus, 1/3 of net income of farmers and herdsmen comes from
collection of Chinese caterpillar fungus, so Chinese caterpillar
fungus has become an essential resource influencing income of

farmers and herdsmen'?’.

What’s more, agriculture and animal
husbandry of Tibet also just start and farmers and herdsmen obtain
income mainly from selling products or preliminarily processed

products.

Table 1 Per capita net income of farmers and herdsmen in Tibet

Per capita net Growth over the

Year income // Yuan previous year /%
2010 4138.7 17.2
2011 4701.6 13.6
2012 5719.0 21.6
2013 6520.0 14.0
2014 7471.0 14.0

Data source; arranged according to working reports of Tibetan government

2.2 Transfer of rural surplus labor Since the democratic re-
form, Tibet has made considerable achievements in development of
science, technology, culture and education, and educational level
of farmers and herdsmen is greatly improved. However, the overall
labor quality is still relatively low. In 2008, the average years of
education of Tibetan people reached 6.3, but there is still a large
gap with the national average years of education (8.5 years) for
the people older than 15 years old. The enrolment rate of higher
education and education popularization rate still lag far behind the
national level. Due to influence of religious belief and historical
culture, there are still some backward ideas in farmers and herds-
men, such as deifying natural environment, unwilling to properly
develop natural resources, sincerely believing in destiny, and un-
willing to pursue wealth but only to wait support and relief. In ad-
dition to not understanding Chinese language, most farmers and
herdsmen remain in weak position when competing with other la-
bors flowing to Tibet. In their local region, they have to work in
industries with high intensity of labor, low skill requirement and
low wages, such as building industry. The proportion of non-agri-
cultural labor to rural labor is the primary factor influencing in-
come of farmers and herdsmen, so it is required to energetically
increase transfer of rural labor to cities.

2.3 Policy subsidies of government” In minority areas, Ti-
bet is the only one enjoying fixed amount of central subsidies. Ac-
cording to statistics, financial revenue of the whole Tibet was only
6.7% of total expenditure. According to economic indicators of
Tibet in 1978 —2008, even if in the year 2014 when the economy
realized rapid growth, the financial revenue of Tibet in the first
three quarters reached 1. 09 billion yuan, and financial expendi-
ture was 80. 32 billion yuan, the revenue accounts for 13.6% of

[4]

expenditure "' . Tibetan farmers and herdsmen enjoy a series of

preferential policies, such as fine seed subsidy, direct grain subsi-

dy, general subsidies for purchasing agricultural supplies, fine
breed subsidies for livestock and poultry, subsidies for conceding
the land to forestry, compensation of ecological public welfare for-
est, etc. in addition to further preferential policies, farmers and
herdsmen enjoy more preferential policies. The transfer income of
Tibetan rural residents per capita ranks the first in the whole coun-
try. Policy subsidies of central government and preferential poli-
cies of Tibet are major factor promoting increase of Tibetan rural

residents.

3 Main factors restricting increase of income of farm-
ers and herdsmen in Tibet

3.1 Restriction of natural environment conditions'"

As we
all known, agriculture and animal husbandry rely highly on natural
conditions. Natural conditions directly determine production effect
of agriculture and animal husbandry. Situated in hinterland of
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, Tibet has special geographical position.
Areas with altitude higher than 4000 m account for 86. 11% of to-
tal Tibet area. High mountains and canyons in the east and plat-
eau in north provide Tibet vulnerable ecological environment"'.
In consequence, Tibet suffers from frequent natural disasters.
Common natural disasters, such as landslide, mudflow, snow dis-
aster, mountain torrents, and frost, as well as plateau, meadow
soil, saline-alkali soil, and desert seriously influence development
of agriculture and animal husbandry in Tibet. Then, it will greatly
influence income of farmers and herdsmen.
3.2 Imbalance of industrial structure  Researches have
shown that industrial structure of Tibet has following problems:
high proportion of primary industry, relatively low proportion of
secondary industry, and extremely high proportion of tertiary in-
dustry ; there are some big structural problems within sectors of in-
dustries and between levels of industries, and the output value
structure is not coordinated with employment structure'®’. In other
words, the situation of low deviation of industrial structure is seri-
ous. The connection between industries is low, and industrial de-
velopment is mutually separated. Mutual connection between three
industries is relatively weak, industrial chain is loose and short,
and the connection relationship is vulnerable. Since peaceful lib-
eration of Tibet, industrial policies play a great role in promoting
development of industries and evolution of industrial structure. Till
the recent times, industrial policy of Tibet starts to become com-
prehensive and systematic gradually, but still not complete, lack
of powerful and operable industrial organization policies and indus-
trial technologies. Economic marketization of Tibet starts later.
Small market, weak expansion capability, and indifferent market
awareness greatly influence marketization of Tibet economy. The
above factors result in difficulty in labor transfer and accordingly
influence increase of income of farmers and herdsmen.

3.3 Low quality of technical training for farmers and herds-
men  Agriculture and animal husbandry departments of Tibet al-
ways carefully provide technical training for farmers and herds-

men. However, training methods and forms are simple. In gener-
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al, most areas provide training still in the form of distributing leaf-
let or giving lectures. There are no modern facilities. Even, some
farmers and herdsmen reflect that cadres and technicians just dis-
tribute technical materials but seldom provide technical training
activities. Due to limitation of cultural quality, farmers and herds-
men have no ability of accepting new knowledge, information, and
applying new technology and equipment, lack market awareness,
scientific management ability, and lack confidence of shaking off
poverty. Many farmers let out their greenhouses to migrant farm-
ers, and they may go to work in these greenhouses to obtain mea-
ger income'’'. Some trainings fail to conform to local actual situa-

tions and fail to satisfy local demands.

4 Major measures and approaches for increasing in-
come of farmers and herdsmen

4.1 Constantly strengthening development of tourism  Ti-
bet is located in southwest of China and the hinterland of Qinghai-
Tibet Plateau, which is the third pole of the world. Tibet is vast in
territory but sparse population density. Besides, with relatively
low level of industrialization, Tibet still remains in the original
natural state. There are unique plateau natural ecological tourist
resources. In addition, there are also alpine meadows, Chayu per-
mafrost zone, alpine mountain desert, vast highland pastures, and
world known Grand Canyon Himalayas. In sum, Tibet is full of
clear water and blue sky. Such primitive and natural ecosystem is
just the thing people eager to appreciate and experience. Thus,
Tibet has gifted advantages in these natural beauties™ . Tibet has
long history and ancient traditional culture, and unique cultural
system and mystery flavor of Tibetan Buddhist. Picturesque rivers
and lakes, beautiful glaciers and snow hills, brilliant ancient mon-
asteries are unique cultural environment and tourist resources. All
of these attract world wide pilgrims to go there. Therefore, Tibet
has significant comparative advantages in developing tourism. In
the new period, Tibet should continue to energetically develop
tourism. In 2014, Tibet received 15. 53 million tourists and ob-
tained income up to 20. 4 billion yuan"’ | accounting for 22% of
total output value of Tibet. It is of great significance to further
strengthen tourism infrastructure construction, enhance ecological
tourism, cultural tourism, and characteristic tourism, especially
rural tourism in Tibet. These will greatly promote increase of in-
come of farmers and herdsmen.

4.2 Constantly increasing policy support of processing in-
dustries of agricultural and livestock products Industrializa-
tion of agriculture and animal husbandry is the optimum form for
developing agriculture and animal husbandry and also the only way
for realizing building a moderately prosperous society. Green
brand will become a growth point for economic development of Ti-
bet when people shift to focus on health from having enough food
and clothes. It is able to greatly promote increase of income of
farmers and herdsmen through bringing into play natural and pollu-
tion-free advantages of agricultural and livestock products of Ti-

bet, expanding production and supply of harmless food, green food

and organic food, and building new brand of plateau green econo-
my. Due to influence of geographical position and weak industrial
foundation, government should provide guidance, support and
services and provide model demonstration and information serv-
ices. It is recommended to encourage farmers and herdsmen and
agricultural and livestock product processing enterprises to estab-
lish a mechanism of mutual reciprocity and mutual benefit, and
enterprises should guide agricultural technological departments to
provide technical advisory and services for farmers and herdsmen
in the whole process of production. At present, some production
enterprises have difficulty in sales of their products due to weak
technologies or low productivity, so it is necessary to enhance poli-
cy support and guidance.

4.3 Constantly increasing guidance on transfer of surplus
labor in farming and pastoral areas Rural labor transfer is the
breakthrough point of Tibetan farmers and herdsmen to increase
income and get rich, is an important approach for realizing con-
stant income increase of farmers and herdsmen, and also an essen-
tial measure for building new socialist countryside, and ensuring
social stability and healthy economic development. For this, it is
required to bring into full play functions of government, create fair
competition labor market environment, provide high quality and
efficient public services, establish perfect social security system,
and implement proactive employment priority policies, to solve fair
flow and fair security problem of rural labor transfer in Tibet. Be-
sides, it is recommended to provide powerful financial support,
such as in finance and taxation. Through energetically improving
investment environment, it is required to improve infrastructure
and public service facilities. In addition, it is recommended to
strengthen economic radiating ability, encourage and guide town-
ship enterprises to develop in a centralized way, to promote busi-
ness, catering and service sectors of small towns, and use charac-
teristic industries to support long-term, healthy and sustainable
development of urban areas and towns. At the same time of further
adjustment of industrial structure and optimum resource allocation,
it will generate huge radiation and attraction to surrounding areas,
which will attract transfer of numerous rural surplus labors and re-
alize income increase of farmers and herdsmen. Furthermore, it is
recommended to increase financial support, establish proper urban
social security system with social insurance, social assistance, and
social welfare as basis, basic endowment, basic medical care, and
minimum living security system as key points, and philanthropy
and commercial insurance as supplement. Also, it is recommen-
ded to improve integrated urban and rural social security system,
establish employment support system, increase investment in com-
munication and traffic infrastructure, and improve production and
living conditions of farmers and herdsmen, to provide material
foundation for rapid transfer of surplus rural labor.

4.4 Constantly strengthening technical training of farmers
and herdsmen It is recommended to increase fund input in ele-
mentary education of farming and pastoral areas, popularize rural

compulsory education, improve teaching quality of elementary ed-
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ucation, convey market awareness and competition awareness, and
promote liberation of ideas of farmers and herdsmen and improve-
ment of overall quality. With the aid of high pertinence and prac-
tical feature of vocational education, it is recommended to help
farmers and herdsmen to grasp a vocational skill in the situation of
low overall educational level. Besides, local government should
increase investment in skill training of farmers and herdsmen, and
actively organize multi-level and multi-skill training for farmers
and herdsmen on a regular interval or from time to time in the

manner of pre-assigned, order and entrusted training' "’ .

Apart
from some common skill training, it is recommended to strengthen
training of farmers and herdsmen in safeguarding rights and profes-
sional quality, enhance guidance of rural labor transfer, and es-
tablish integrated training and employment service mechanism.
Agricultural , animal husbandry, and agricultural development de-
partments and colleges and universities should enhance effort of
converting technologies, and use advanced technologies to promote

income increase of farmers and herdsmen.
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