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NEW STRATEGIES FOR HILL AGRICULTURAL  
DEVELOPMENT IN NEPAL 

 
Shao-er Ong* 

 
ABSTRACT 

 
         Nepal, a landlocked kingdom, has only 2.3 million hectares of cultivated land of which less than one-third 
is located in the hills supporting two-thirds of the nation's over 18 million people. Hills are 
deficit in food supply. With the population growth rate at 2.3 percent annually, if the agricultural 
production remains at the present level, Nepal would have to import 2.2 million tons of food in the year 
2000. To increase food production including crops and livestock is therefore the prime responsibility of the 
government and the people in the coming years. Potentials do exist but special efforts are required. 
 
         Government policy in the early years gave heavy emphasis on tarai development, then shifted its attention 
the hills, and finally focused on the balanced regional development. Experience show that effective 
means to develop hill agriculture have to rely more on the mobilization of local resources particularly the 
surplus rural manpower. To build a strong foundation for future modernization of hill agriculture, the 
immediate development strategies by mobilizing local resources are the establishment of garden farming 
the construction of track network, the development of rural markets, and the extension of non-formal 
education. 

 
 

I. THE IMPORTANCE OF HILL AGRICULTURE 
 
      Hill agriculture along the Himalaya Range has made Nepal famous not only 
because of its scenic beauty which promotes tourism but also because of i ts high 
productivity which provides food for two-thirds of Nepal's 14.3 million people. 
Encircled by China in ft north and by India in the east, west, and south, Nepal's 
hills constitute 83 percent of the total land area of 141,000 km2 .1  
 
      The most serious concern in Nepal is the problem of population explosion. 
With an annual population increase rate of 2.3 percent (NPC 1981, p. 135), Nepal 
will have 25 
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