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ABSRACT 
 
        Kinship relationship dominates the formation of different groups at the village level and benefits 
of government institutions go largely to the group leader and his relatives. Further, political support 
for the local leaders largely determines the distribution of government supplied credit, inputs, etc., in 
favour of certain groups of people thus exacerbating income distribution problem in the rural community. 
 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 
The village life in Bangladesh is dominated by various factional or kinship leaders. A leading family 
which will almost certainly be a landed one, gathers around itself followers of a lower socio-
economic status. The followers come to the leader for advice, for financial help, etc., and in return 
the leader gets a group of loyal supporters who will side him in village rivalries, vote for him if he 
ever contests for election, work on his fields or around the house when an unforeseen need arises 
and at times fight for him (Abdullah et al. 1976). Factional characteristics are not always the 
normal pattern in village communities. Sometimes kin leaders dominate different socio-economic 
aspects of the village life. A kinship lineage is composed of the villagers normally within a physical 
proximity of the group in a single village or other contiguous area (Gotsch 1972). Although the 
traditional ties of kinship are disintegrating and influence of the factional groupings are weakening 
due to spread of education, rural and urban migration, employment opportunities in the non-
farm sector and different political idealogies, the institution of kinship or factional groupings still 
influence the socio-economic activities of the villagers. 
 

Both factional and kinship groups allow for leader/follower and patron/elient relationships 
between members within each group. The relative position of members within 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*The article is based on the author's Ph. D. Thesis submitted to the University of London in 
1982. 
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