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FARM RESOURCE PRODUCTIVITY UNDER COOPERATIVE AND 

INDIVIDUAL MANAGEMENT 
 

Shamsul Alam* 
 
 

ABSTRACT 
 

           Productivity and efficiency of two groups of farms were compared. One group have been practicing 
cooperating joint farming in Boro paddy production. The other group comprised of fully individually 
operated farms. Both the groups produce Boro crop under deep tubewell irrigation. A Cobb-Douglas 
type production function analysis as well as residual method of analysing efficiency revealed that the 
farmers under cooperative management showed lower performance than the individually operated farms. 
The differences in production performance between the two groups happened owing to poor management of 
cooperative farms. Strong national commitment with government technical support and constant 
assistance of an effective extension service are important in attaining success of cooperatives. 

 
 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

         The efficiency of farm resource utilization is a vital issue for agricultural development and 
policy formulation. The relative efficiency of individual and cooperative resource 
management is a subject of theoretical and empirical interest for situation prevailing in 
Bangladesh. 
 

 Cooperative organization has a long history in Bangladesh. Cooperatives in-the 
field of agricultural production have been mostly confined to service type organizations 
supporting inputs procurement, provision and distribution of institutional credit, raising 
capital and thus to assist individual farm units in enhancing production. After indepen-
dence of Bangladesh the- government proclaimed the goal to move toward a socialist pat-
tern of economy. So the issue of cooperative farming and experiment on that gained 
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