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RERFORMANCE OF SELECTED BRDB COOPERATIVES* 
 

M. A. K. Azad, Shamrul Alam, and 
A. M. Muazzam Husain** 

 
 

ABSTRACT 
 

            During the experimental stage, Comilla type cooperatives showed spectacular success and then gradually 
faded and faced lot of criticism when this system of cooperative was expanded throughout the country by IRDP (now 
BRDB). In this note performance of selected BRDB cooperatives in Comilla, Noakhali and Kushtia districts have 
been measured in respect of some criteria e.g., method of organisation an management, impact of the cooperatives 
on agricultural production and on socioeconomic condition of members. Results indicate that the overall 
performance is low and that performance level gradually decreased as the distance of the selected societies 
increased from Comilla. 

 
 
 

I .  INTRODUCTION 
 

        Comilla type cooperatives have occupied an important place in the literature on 
cooperatives, rural institutions and rural development. This type of cooperatives was 
experimented during the 1960s first in Comilla Kotwali Thana1, then in other thanas 
in Comilla district and elsewhere in the country under the supervision of the Comilla 
Academy and its leader Mr. Akhter Hameed Khan. Unlike Union Multipurpose 
Cooperatives, the Comilla approach introduced a two tier cooperative with primary 
societies at the village level and federation of primary societies at the thana level. 
 
        During the experimental phase, superiority of the Comilla type over traditional 
cooperatives was widely publicised both within, and outside the country. In 1971, 
Comilla type cooperatives were accepted as a model for replication throughout the 
country in a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Derived from the first author's Masters thesis. 
**The authors are respectively Ex-graduate student, Assistant Professor and Professor, Department of 

Cooperation and Marketing, Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh. 
1. In 1983 the thane has been renamed as Upazila. However, the former name has been retained in this 

paper because most of the data reported here is related to pre-1983 period. 



 



 



 



 



 



 


