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CONSUMPTION PATTERN OF MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS
IN BANGLADESH

M. A. Jabber and S. K. Raha"

ABSTRACT

In recent years, production and rural consumption of milk and milk products have decreased while import
and urban consumption have increased. This paper shows that population pressure on land, increased draught
use of cows and improper government food production policy are responsible for decreased production and rural
consumption. Aggregate urban consumption has increased due to larger size of the urban population and faster
increase in urban income. Detailed analysis of a sample of 191 households shows that milk products are more
income elastic than milk. Moreover, actual consumption pattern of milk is influenced by, in addition to income,
religion, age composition of family members, and ability to product milk at home. It is concluded that government
food production policy should be corrected by giving “ire emphasis on foods of animal origin including milk.

I. INTRODUCTION

Milk is considered an ideal rood by the people of Bangladesh. Though reliable
and adequate data are not available, there are indications that in recent years
production and rural consumption of milk and milk products have decreased while
import has substantially increased to meet rapidly increasing urban demand. The
main objectives of this paper are (a) to briefly outline the reasons for declining
production and rural consumption, (b) to analyse the pattern of consumption and to
measure the effect of income on consumption of milk and milk products ina selected
urban area. The implications of the results for production and import policy for milk
are also indicated.

Production and rural consumption pattern are discussed in section Il while urban
consumption pattern is discussed in section I11. Rural people consume little purchased
milk products. On the other hand, urban consumers consume a lot of purchased milk
products in addition to home made milk products. However, because of data
limitations,

“The authors are respectively Assistant Professor, Department of Agricultural Economics And
Lecturer, Department of Cooperation and Marketing, Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh.
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k. porchased milk products have been subjected to datailed analysis only for the uthan 3
- consumers, :

II. PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION IN RURAL AREAS

Milk is consideted an ideal food by the people of Bangladesh as in the othet societies. 3
having adult lactose toleserce, a chatacteristic which is not considered normal for the
species mammalia including man. However, pastoral man acquired this characteristic |
because of his long dspendence on foods of animal otigin and Bangladeshis acquired this
chanacteristic because of their long association with migrants and invaders from pastoral
societies of Central and West Asia info India.

In the traditioqal subsis}tence ptoduction framewotk of the Indisn economy, most-\
* farming families would produce milk for their own consumption. Milk was not only ]
liksd by 2 mjotity of the people, 2 higher social value was attached to its cmsmyl ;

grained by

,“#M:J‘ﬁ_ p———

- 'ﬂm was evident in the fact that when expansion of crop cultivation was

: g ,
© s religious taboo bythe Hindus but the cow was given the status ofa mother and was exemp-
- ted from hato work so that milk production did not cufier (Mukherjee 1938, p. 125 ;4

- Crotty 1980, p. 167).  After the spread of Islam in the middle ages this restriction was not

applicable 1d the Muslims yet they also did not use productive milk cows for draught.

The situation has changed in recent times and milk production has significantly;

k- decteased.  For example, yearly production of milk and milk products decreased from:
* 1010,000 tons in the early 1960s (Al 1973) to 683,000 tons during 1972-76 (Bangladesh
1977) to 606,000 tons during 1977-80 (Bangladesh 1982). ‘The following aze the reasons

L. Population pressure on land has drastically reduced farm size, common grazing}
dand and the capacity of the vast majority of small farmess and landless to rearmilk cows,
A sutvey in 1981 in three villages in Mymensingh tevealed that out of a sample of 500
farm houscholds (excluding landless) 72 petcent had no milk giving cow at the time of
the survey (Table 1).

© 2. Untilthe partition of India in 1947, fatmers in Bangal would not use milk cows]
£ foe dmaught; any shortage in draught bullock would be met by impott from the adjoining!
k- provinces, After 1947, ¢his natural soutce of supply has been lost and legal trading of
E cattle ms not been established with India. Though some cattle are smuggled into the
> country, shorvage of draught bullock has continued to grow and since the 1950s, an
" omesing number of small farmers ate using milk cows for draught. About 50 p
he adult cows a:¢ curtently used for draught (Bangladesn’1981).. Farmers use
m&&t dought to meet their immediate power problem in tke production of crops. but 1
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TABLE!. AVERAGE PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION OF MILK IN
SELECTED FARMS IN MYMENSINGH, 1981

Extent of milk Sample  Farms | Average! Daily | Por Pez caput
production/ No Percent | holding,! milk caput consump-
consumption actes output, | output, | tion,
Kg/day | Gm/day| Gmyday
| |

No milk output 361 2.2 2.6 - - —
Estire output
consumed 84 16.8 5.01 0.7 104 104
Patc of output sold 21 4.2 2.89 4.17 164 65
Eatite output sold 34 6.8 2.20 0.92 162 -

100.0 3.00 0.37 )i ik

All Patms® 560

a. If landless houscholds were taken in the sample, production and consumption

would be very much lower,

Source : Jabbar and Green 1983, p. 56.

»

the long run consequence is to teduce fertility and milk production of these cows ( for
empirical evidence see, Jabbar and Green 19¢3).

3. During the last two decades, the main objective of food production policy of
tae goveroment has been to achieve self-sufficiency in food grains, the main soutce of

calotie. Expansion of seed-fertilizer technology has been adopted as the sttategy to
achieve this goal. Less emphasis has been given on production of foods of animal origin
bzcause demand for such foods being income elastic were expected to grow slewly in a
situation of widespread povatty and slow growih in income. Although self-sufficiency
in foodgrain has not yet heen achieved, expansion of the seed-fertilizer technology
has seriously afficted animal feed supply resulting in decreased production of livestock
ptoducts including milk- (Jabbat and Green 1983.)

Declining production has led to reduced cossumpition in the rual areas, Nutti-
tion surveys have shown that between 1962-64 and 1975-76, average consumption of
* foods of animal origin including milk has decreased by 23.3 percent while consumption
of careals and vegetables has decreased by ouly 2.5 petcent each (DU 1977).  The effect

of declining ptoduction on consumption bas been mote sevete on landless and sma!l hold-

o
3
J,
!
-
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jagr. Forexample, the 1973-74 rural household expenditure survey shows daily pet caput
. milk consumption of 29 gm but two thirds of the sample representing low income earners
" consumed less than the average (Bangladesh 1977).

The production consumption balance of the previous subsistence economy has
. been beoken by many factors, Fot example, draught use of cows by small farmers and
i consequent loss or reduction in milk output means they are sacrificing milk for cereals
;* production and they may not have adequate income te buy back milk. In fact, many small
L farmers sell their meagre amount of milk for cash to buy subsistence needs (Table 1).
- Commescialization is genetally consideted a vehicle for increased income and level of
F liviog of the subsistence farmers but in Bangladesh increased commarcialization of cammo=
L ditics like milk represent more of a despezate economic situation than of prospetiry. It
. seems that the vast majority of rural people who once lived on ‘milk and rice’ (Dudhe
Vate) will have to wait until the economy has developed enough to give them adequate

"~ income to buy and consume milk again.

II. CONSUMPTION IN URBAN AREAS

Decliving production has led to reduced consumption in the yutal ag>as but aggre- .
3 gate consumption in the utban areas has rapidly increased over the years hecause of the
following teasons : (a) the number of urban population has substantial'y increased, (b)
- average incoms in the urban areas has increased at a faster rate than rural income, so the
- economic demand for milk has increased rapidly, (c) urbanization ard economic uplift-
E ment has created an increasing and stable demand for various milk products, e.g. sweets,
- ghee, butter, yoghurt, (d) there is ap increasing tendency among urban women to
E avoid breast feed their babies and to depend on cow milk, mostly processed baby food.

~ ‘The increasing urbandemand has been et by larger flow of milk from rural to urbae
amas and by increased impost. Previously low social value was aftached to selling milk,
k90 few farmers other than som: special categories of people would sell milk. Ths norm
-of the society has chinged, and it has baen shown earlier that many small and medivm -
omers now sell milk for cash to meet other needs. Moreover, a special pro-
s has been launched in the 1960s thtough the establishment of the Eastern Milk
hucess’ Coopatative (Milk Vita) to promote production atd sales of milk by farmers
the country’s milkshed area (parts of Dhaka, Tangail, Pabna and Faridpur districts)
th # vicw to meet the needs of milk and milk products in the Dhaka city.

Howewr, supply from domestic soutces has failed to keep pace with tne rapidly
g weben demand, so yeatly import of milk and milk products has increased from
2MWtoms in 1960-61 to about 7,000 tons in 1968-69 (Ali 1973) to over 30,000 tons

“«
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.in recent yeats, Most of the impott is in tae form of full ot half cream milk powder and
haby food, so the fluid equivalent of the impott is much latger, accounting for 25-30
- pezeent of domestic production of fluild milk.

Factors Influencing Consumption Pattetn

It may be reasonably assumed that urban demand for milk and milk producrs will
continue to increase tapidly but domsstic production is unlikely to improve in the rear
future, so import has to be incressed rapidly. However, projection of production and
import requirement is likely to b facilitsted by knowledge of present pattetn of urban
consumy jon, pasticularly the effect of income on consumption. Some data in this tes-
pict has hean generated by a survey conducted during January-April 1984 i Mymensirgh
town including the Bangladesh Agticultural University Campus. A total of 191 put-
posively selected families wete surveyed. The objective was to rake a r2asonable number
of families from vatious incoms levels and professions to permit msaningful analysis rather
than try to take a representative sample of the population in the study area, As such,
income group specific tesults are more meaningful than the overall sample averages.

The distribution of the sample families, their avesage size and monthly income ase
shown in Table 2. The sample families spent, on average, Taka 39.41 per caput pes month

TABLE2. DISTRIBUTION OF SAMPLE FAMILIES, THEIR AVERAGE SIZE
AND MONTHLY INCOME

Monthly family Sample  families | Persons Monthly incomy (Taka)
income, Tk. T No. | % | e Per fzmily Per capuf
‘ family (
Upto 1000 35 18.3 4.9% 744 151
100£-1500 34 17.8 5.65 1221 216
1501-2000 23 12.0 5.75 1780 308
2001-2500 2 16.8 5.66 229 405
250'3000 29 15.2 6.62 2174 49
301-3500 13 59 7. s
3501-4000 1 5.8 591 3739 633
4001 & sbove 13 6.8 6.31 5282 837

All 191 100.0 3.7 219 581

Soutcs : Sutvey in Mymensingh town, 1984,

S
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on milk and milk products (Table 3). Pet caput income of the highest income group was
7.5 times higher compared to the lowest income group but pet caput expenditure on milk
and milk products of the Lighest income group was 5.5. times highet. Of the total ex-
penditure, 69.3 percent was on milk,[3.8 percent op sweets,]0.3 petcent on ghee and butter
oil, 5 percent or yoghurt and 1.5 percent on butter. Tne proportion of expenditute on
milk generally decreased and that on milk products increased at highet income levels.

Membes of the sample families consumed 391 kg milk per caput pet month which
is equivalent to 130 gm per caput per day. They also consumed 0.23 kg sweets, 0.078
kg ghee and butter oil, 0.121 ke yoghuet and 0.019 kg butter per adult unit psr month

TABLE 3. PER CAPUT MONTHLY EXPENDITURE ON MILK AND MILK
PRODUCTS, AND ITS DISTRIBUTION

Monthly Per caput
housenold montaly Distzibution of expenditue on individualitems

income, Tk. | expenditure Milk® | Sweets | Ghee &| Yoghurt | Butter,
(Taka) buttet oil !
Upto 1000 9.93 8.6 86 65 65  —
1001-1500 20.70 6.4 9.4 6.6 7.2 0.4
15012000 .75 N6 146 9.1 3.7 -
2001-2500 5.2 68.7 158 9.4 4.1 1.6
2501-3000 4.73 73 102 101 5.5 1.5
3001-3500 53.12 7.5 98 117 4.1 0.9
35014000 74.11 6.5 1717 9.4 2.2 42
w001+ 3.2 545 195 164 72 2.5
Al 9.4 " 69.3 13.8 103 5.0 1.5

o This average would be lower if a proportionate seprescntative sample wete taken!
from each jncome group (see texf),

‘b Part of the milk has been processed at home into vatious milk products. This is|
ot shown, i.c. milk products mentioned in this report ate those purchased from the
madkt.

Sowse : Servey in Mymensingh town, 1984
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(Table 4). Inequality between higher and lowet income groups is greater in the corsump-
tion of milk produts than in the case of milk.

All the families having averags monthly income above Taka 2500 consumed milk
but some famslies in the lowet incoms groups did rot.consume milk (Table 5) In case
of milk products, non-consuming families wete found in all income groups but in genetal,

ptoportion of consuming families incteased at highet incoms levels.

TABLE4. AVERAGE MONTHLY CONSUMPTION OF MILK AND MIIK
PRODUCTS AT VARIOUS INCOME LEVELS

Montbly

Pet caput* moothly consumption (kg)
family Milk Sweets Ghee & | Yoghurt Butter
- income, Taka Buttet oil

Upto1000 1.15 0.087 0.015 0.064 -
10011500 2.4t 0.089 0.019 0.092 0.003
15012000 3.9 0.24 0.060 0.096 —
2000250 434 0.322 0.099 0.138 0.020
25013000  4.80 0.240 0.125 0.149 0.019
300(-3500 5.73 0.269 0.145 0.136 0.018
35014000  6.84 0.595 0.128 0.064 0.086
4001+ 6.29 0.616 0.221 0.2718 0.053
All 3.91 0.253 0.078 021 0.019

s In casc of milk, per member in the family ; in case of milk products, per adult uait

estimated by assuming two pessons below 12 years as equivalent to one adult utut,
This has been done because children do not consume milk products ro the same extent
as they consume milk,

Soutce : Survey in Mymensirgh tow, 1984,
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TABLES. PROPORTION OF FAMILIES CONSUMING MILK AND MILK 1
PRODUCTS ACCORDING TO INCOME GROUP

inmm: ' Products
Milk | Sweets | Yoghurt | Butier | Ghee | Butter | Both -
only oil only | ghee &
butter of
— — Percent familics in each income group consuming~
Upto1000 €3 31 % - 14 “ -
w0 9 8 38 3 3 12 9
15012000 91 ] 45 - 26 17 17
W20 9 8 53 2 16 M 13
25013000 100 76 52 14 38 28 10
W30 00 % % 4 »® A 2
35014000 100 9! 36 55 36 18 2

40014 100 92 65 38 4 23 15

Al % 69 4 13 2 2 1

Source : Sutvey in Mymensingh town, 1984

Mymensingh is one of the cities whete the Hindu ccmmunity constitute a signi
ficant portion of the population and it is well known that they have special preferencs
for milk and milk products As mentioned eazlier, a proportionate representative sample
was nof takan, but 35 Hindu families were included in the sample An analysls of thy e}

ion pattern of Hindu and Muslim frmilies revealed that pet caput consumption
“of milk, butter oil and butter werchigher for the Muslims while per caput consumption
of sweets, ghee and yoghurt were higher for the Hindus (Table 6). But at lowet incom
levels the Hindus consumed mote milk than the Muslims while ar higher i income levels:
the Mislims consumed more sweets and yoghurt tnan tre Hindus,
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TABLS, MONTHLY CONSUMPTION OF MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS
ACCORDING TO INCOME AND RELIGION

ftem/ Income Groups
teligios [Upto | 1001—| 150(- 2001— 2501-| 3001—| 35014001+ All
100 1500{2000'?500‘3000 3500 | 4000
——Monthly consumption pet caput (ke)——
Milk
Hodu 1.17 271 443 263 534 576 - 607 3W

Muslim [.18  2.37 3.30 480 472 521 T3 633 404

Sweets
Hindw 0.07 0.7 081 027 03 0.1 - 043 034
Moslim 0.03 007 0.3 034 02 016 055 06 02

Yoghutt
Hindu 008 014 019 017 02 - - 024 0l
Mulm 004 008 ‘008 012 013 0I5 006 028 0dl

Buttet

Hindu - - = 5 = =
Muslim — 0.00f - 0013 0.0t 0011 0.04 0.034 0.012

Ghee ‘
Hindu 0009 0.018 0.049 0.021 008 0019 - 0.062 0.036
Muslim - 0012 - 0023 0.025 0049 0055 009 0.0

Butter Oil
Hindu 0.00f 0.016 0021 0020 - 0.080 -~ - 0.015
Muslim 0.016 0.011 0.055 0.0% 0.105 0.097 0.081 0.166 0.066

e o ol ot oty A - T

= None/aot applicable.
Source ; Sutvey in Mymeasingh town, 1984,
Tnere age three othet aspects with respect to milk consumption pattern. First, 209

percent of the families repoted rearing milk cows but 11.5 percent had cows ir-milk at
the time of the curvey (Table 7). At lower income levels, families having cow in-milk
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TAME?. PER CAPUT CONSUMPTION OF MILK ACCORDING TO INCOME
: GROUP AND SOURCE OF MILK

" Income %families | 9 families | Pef caput | Per caput total monthly
- group, Tk. owning having cow | movtnly | consumption (kg)
! milch cows | in-milk produc- Having Not having
tion, kg l cow cow in-milk
in-milk
- Upto 1000 - 286 - 114 324 » 1.04

1001-1500 2.5 118 9.51 3.49 2.29

150:-2000 2.7 4 1% 64 3y

35014000 9.1 - - - 7.36

4001 & above 2.1 2.1 6.58 519 6.52

2058 11.5 6.67 4.4) 38

Sowrce : Survey in Mymensingh town, 1984,

" sob 2 portion of their milk output yet they consumed mote milk than those not having
oow jm-milk. At higher income levels, families nof having cow in-milk consumed mote
. milk dhanthose having cow in-milk but consumption level of the latter group would be
| Digherif they did not sell a part of their outpuf. Secondly, powder milk snd baby
food constituted 378 percent of the total milk consumed by the sample families
* (Ml 3). Higher income groups generally consumed more powder milk than lowes
j ~icamse groups buf sha-e of powder milk in total milk consumprion did rot consis
= damely fmcrease throughout the income range. The shate of powdr milk was higher fo
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those incors: groups which included a higher proportion of Hindu families andjor a
lower proportion of families having cow in-milk. Eighty petcent of fluid milk was
purchased and the extent of purchase depended mainly on whether there was cow in-milk

at home.

‘Thirdly, 52 percent of the members of the sample families consumed some
amount of milk and- the propoz.jon of members consuming milk increased with income
level. At highet income levels, all the children and a reasonably high proportion of

TABLE §. MONTHLY PER CAPUT CONSUMPTION OF FULID AND POWDER
MILK ACCORDING TO INCOME GROUP

Powder*| Total

Income Fluid o of total | 9, of %of
group, Tk. milk milk milk milkas fluid milk | all milk
(kg) (kg) l (kg) powdef purchascq purchased
Upto 1000 1.04 0.11 115 10.6 9.1 81.0
1001-1500 1.85 0.57 2.4 KR! 81.0 85.6
1501-2000 2.85 0.83 3.68 29.2 64.7 7.2
2001-2500 3.6 118 4.34 374 1000 100.0
2501-3000 3.04 1.76 4.80 58.3 0.0 8(.2
300-3500 4.03 12 53 RO T80 §7.2
3501-4000 4.2 3.5 1.3 74.6 1000 100.0
4001 & above 5.36 0.9 6.28 17.1 64.4 0.9
All 2.83 1.07 3.90 318 M9 85.4

a. Figures in liquid equivalent.

Soutce : Survey in Mymensingh Town, 1984.
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" nil eomened milk while at lower income levels fewer children and adults consumed
" witk (Table 9. Shase of powder milk in total milk consumption, and ptoportion of
babics and children at various income levels consuming milk probably indicste that
beeast feeding is less practiced at higher income levels. However, it js quite possible
that some berast fed babies at higher incom: levals are given cow milk as supplement
while at lower income levels breast fed habies may not get such supplement, so tepottd
88 sot consuming cow milk,

TABLE 9. PROPORTION OF FAMILY MEMBERS CONSUMING MEK ACCOR-

Income Age Group (years) | Percaput Consump—ta

growp, Tk. | Under] | 1491 599 104- | Total | consump- [per coosuming
tion (kg) | member

l ‘ (kg)

~—% membzts in each group consuming milk—

Uptol0 I 3 %0 2 B 1Is 39

1001-1500 100 96 n 37 S0 241 7 465

1%01-2000 5 85 6 4 5 3.6 6.80

2001-2500 % N2 6 3 4 43 9.02

100 &

50

4

54

68

sa Not applicable.

Sowsce : Surveyin Mymensingh town, 1984,
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Income Elasticities for Milk and Milk Products

Vatious functiona] forms may be employed to measurg income elasticities. Using
U.S. consumetpanel data, Purcell and Raunikar (1967) extimated quantity-incoms elastis
cities and found logarithmic form to be more approptiate fo- commodities- exhibilting
nieatly constant elasticities at different income levels, Using expenditute survey data from
tural Bangladesh, Islam (1966) estimated expenditute-incom: and quaritity-income elas-
ticities and found that for most commoditics logatithmic form gave hatter fit when all
housetolds including nos-consumers wete taksn waile simple lineat form gave batter
fit when only consuming households were takep, Chowdhury (1982) estimated expen-
diturs-incoms elasticities for various commodities using cxpenditute survey data employ-
ing log-linear function but found low R?  for milk and milk products,

It has baen sown above that in additior to incoms factors such as religion, age
compasition of family mambets; ability to produce milk at home also influeniced the
pattern of consumption of milk and milk products in the sample families, Therefore,
instead of 2 logatithmic function,quaatity-income selationships for milk and milk products
have bzen estimated by least square technique from a linear function of the form

Y=A+BX+U
where, Y is pst caput consumption,
X is pet caput ircome,

U is a random vatiable incorootatiog a1l the vatiables other than income. It
may bz mentioned that most of these vatiables cannot be easily quaptified in
the form suitable for inclusion in a linear fupcton,

Assuming U to have a notmal distribution with zet0 mean and consfant vatiance, the

above equation nas been estimated as y=a--bx. Then income elasticity has been deri-
ved in ths usual manner by the procedure §

dyx,_ %

€= _y.. /— :.b /"
de* 'y y

whete, ¢ is incom: elasticity for a commodity,

b is the estimated regtassion coefficient,
6—




No. of Estimated
Commodity consuming | equations R
_ flies | |

Milk 181 y=24311+ 0083 X
(.000526)

Sweets 132 . y=0754+.000383 X A0
{.000062)

Yoghurt 81 Cy== 19454 000191 X 09
(.000067)

Butter oit 62 y=— 1506+ 000611 X .
(.000042)

Ghee : ! y=— 0253+ 000097 X 26
(.000020)

Butter 25 y=— 108+ 000360 X %
(.000024)

7] The Bangladesh Jousnal of Agricultural Beoomics
¢ yisthe avenaje quaotity consumed by the sainplé Families,
3 is the average income of the sample consumets.

;mldastidty is measured for a particulas incom: group, y and x fafer to the averaged
ﬁ’ that group.

Estimated regressions for milk and milk products are shown in Table 10. Only=;
consuming families were considered for estimation. The high values of R? for buttet
and buites oil indicate that income was the most i portart factor inflnencing e Tewel
of consumption of these commodities. The lower whes of R fot b othiet comimodi- §
vies also appear to be raasonable bacause noa-income frctors were earliet found to influénce
their level of consumption. :

FABLE 0. ESTIMATED REGRESSIONS SHOWING QUANTITY-INCOME
RELATIONSHIPS FOR MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS ‘

;_bsh the parentheses ate standard errors, Al the cocfficiens ate sigrificant st let8 3
was § pemcent level. . 3
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Hstimated income elasticities for different products at various income levels aze
shown in Table 11, Butter and buiter oil appaar to be vary highly incoms elastic while
sweets and ghee arc also highly incoms elastic.  Elasticity at various income levels appear
to bz quice vatiable for all the commodities but the vatiability has no definite pattern most
probably hecause of influence of non-income factots on consumption levels.

TABLE 1}. INCOME ELASTICITIES FOR MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS BY

LVEL OF INCOME

Incoms ‘ Products - = -
group (Tk.) Milk | Sweets | Butter | Ghee | Butteroil | Yoghutt
Unto 1000 S44 5668 na 9% 1S4 60
1001-1500 396 8946 1024 6519 230 204
15012000 M4 9B na 198 LU4 3109
2001:2500 o me In R L6 8
2501-3000 00 848 1240 6046 12050 3149
30013500 400 105 1830 61 168 36
35014000 L2 6658 L8 TR 244 6%
4001 & above 6060 8245 24682 6lI6  1.6908 4456

All 4328 4 1.7059 6606 1.7676 .3289

n.2 = Not applicable.
IV. CONCLUSIONS

Milk and milk products ase preferred food items for the people of Bangladesh.

But in recent yeats declining domestic production and increasing import have contributed
to widen the rural-urban gap in the consumption of these commodities, Production-
consumption halance of the subsistence economy tas been broken, Few farm households
o0 gow afford to rear milk cows, many of those having cows use them foz draft thus milk
production is reduced. Mozeoss, the meagee milk output is sold for cash to buy othes
nggessities. ©n the othethand, urbaa income has been growing faster than ruta! income,
so demand for milk and milk products have been rapidly incteasing. This demand is

- being met by increased fow of milk from the fuml azess and also by increasing imposy.

© A survey of 500 households ir three villages in Mymensingh in 198] sevealed that gcr
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axput &ily consamption of milk averaged 29 gm waile a sutvay of 191 households in
'u)mmlingh town in 1984 revealed that per caput daily consumption of milk avetaged

g, The urban households also consumed 2 large amount of putchased mxlk pto-
dncts such as sweets, yoghurt, ghee, butter oil and buttt.

In addition to income, teligion, age composition cf family members ability to

produce milk at home influenced the pattern of utban consumption of milk and milk

" products. Estimated income elasticitics show that milk: products are mote income
elastic than fluid milk,

The present food production policy gives inadequate emphasis on milk production
in relation to 1ts demand, so tmport is rapidly increasing. The growing procéss of ut-
banizatior and economic upliftment demands that mote emphasis should be given on the
peoduction of foods of animal otigin including milk,
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