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ABSTRACT 
 

            It has been argued here that agricultural economics curricula in Bangladesh universities, particularly in general universities, 
have tended to under-represent the agricultual side and to become excessively diverse due to an open plan approach. This 
tendency needs to be reversed to some extent, moving from the open to a more structured approach that links up with practical post 
university requirements. 
 
 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

        At first glance, the impression one gets from looking at the curriculum of agricultural 
economics education in several universities in Bangladesh is a good one. As with many 
things, the broad coverage seen in these curricula can be deceiving. What could it mean- ? 
For example, we may ask the proportion of time that is set for economic compared to non-
economic training. It would seem that agricultural as oppossed to agricultural economic 
subjects are insufficiently addressed. 

Again we might ask to what extent higher level courses are linked to and build upon 
lower level courses. In this case we are referring to such syllabi that follow a carefully 
structured approach. Thus one can speak of ‘Economics1’, ‘Economics2’, ‘Economics 3’ or 
quantitative Methods 1,2 and 3. And we then need to compare this to the more open and 
less-structured approach where there are many diverse subject matter topics few of which 
are related in any meaningful manner one to the other. 

   Without attempting to answer the larger question of whether a university education 
is necessary or not and should education in Bangladesh be directed at a more practical and 
applied level; and, assuming that our major concern is to improve the quality and 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             *The author is an Agricultural Economist working with the International Agricultural Development Service at 
the Bangladest, Agricultural Research Council, Dhaka. 



 



 



 



 


