
 
 

Give to AgEcon Search 

 
 

 

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library 
 

 
 

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the 
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search. 

 
 
 

Help ensure our sustainability. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AgEcon Search 
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu 

aesearch@umn.edu 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only. 
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright 
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C. 

https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu


BJAE, VII, 1 (June 1984)                                Conference Paper 
 
 

DEVELOPING A REALISTIC AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 
EDUCATION FOR BANGLADESH AGRICULTURE 

 
Serajul Islam*  

 
 

ABSTRACT 
 

          In line with the naturally integrated broad-based mixed farming system of Bangladesh, this 
paper suggests an agricultural economics education as an integral component of a common agricultural 
education at the undergraduate level with specialization only at the Masters and Ph.D. levels. For the 
fundamental necessity of educating millions of farmers, the paper empasizes the need for common and 
broad education for their trainers in social sciences and humanities over the strong foundation of 
agricultural sciences (physical and biological).. This is considered indispensible in developing a 
common identity among students, compete successfully for all agricultural jobs and implement various 
action programmes without the necessity of inter-faculty or inter-departmental rivalries. Some specific 
benefits of common curricula are also indicated. After discussing the structural composition of the 
Agricultural University, objectives of agricultural economics education and nature of student 
population, the paper suggests some addition of relevant educational content and methods for 
possible improvement. Finally, it suggests to linking resident teaching with research and extension 
through establishing testing socioeconomic and technological laboratories both on-campus and in the 
adjoining Upazillas under its operational control. 

 
 
 

I. INTRODUCTION AND RATIONALE 
 

           To be most effective, agricultural economics education in a predominantly agricultura1 
country like Bangladesh must be properly built into the system of broad-based agricultural education. 
Experience in many countries, both developed and developing, suggests that neither agricultural 
economics nor technical agricultural education should be isolated from the mainstream of general 
education and the practical problems of the society if the universities are serious to fulfill their 
commitment to work for the welfare of the people in general and the farming community in 
particular. 
 

          I would first analyze the characteristics of our mixed farming system, assess our student 
audience and define their educational goals with special reference to educating 
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