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TEACHING AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS IN THE 
GENERAL UNIVERSITIES OF BANGLADESH 

 
Mahfuzul Huq*  

 
 

ABSTRACT 
 

         This paper outlines the importance of teaching agricultural economics in Bangladesh, then makes a critical 
review of the syllabuses on the subject taught as a part of the curricula for under-and postgraduate degrees in 
economics offered by the four general universities in the country. It is concluded that the emphasis laid by 
different universities to the need for teaching agricultural economics is generally low and varied as reflected in 
the differences in curriculum, quality of teaching staff, reading materials and other supporting inputs. A greater 
emphasis on the subject is advocated and to materialise it, a number of suggestions are made. 
 

 
 

I. OBJECTIVES OF THE PAPER 
 

        The economics of agriculture does not have a unique body of theory and methods. Study in 
agricultural economics involves the application of economic theory and quantitative methods to 
problems arising in or related to the agricultural sector. Thus, within its purview falls the study of 
agricultural production economics, marketing of goods of farm origin, and farm management, etc. 
Indeed, evidence points to partiality for a wider compass to include forestry, fisheries and resource 
economics within the field. This is perhaps because agricultural economics (especially production 
economics) is the oldest and most widely studied field among the applied sciences. 

However, the emphasis laid to the need for such education varies widely in this country. This is 
manifested in the difference in curriculum, quality of teaching staff, reading materials and 
other supporting inputs which have ultimate bearing upon the quality of education, potential for 
research and supply of trained personnel for improving efficiency and productivity and to a broader 
sense, the development of the agricultural sector. In the present paper an attempt will be made to 
undertake a critical appraisal of agricultural economics education in the general universities of 
Bangladesh. With this end in view we 
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