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AND NON-ADOPTERS OF HIGH YIELDING VARIETIES 
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ABSTRACT  
 

        Small farmers constituting about two-thirds of the rural households mostly cultivate rice. Adoption 
of high yielding varieties (HYVs) of rice is one of the ways to increase average rice yield of an individual as 
well as total rice production of the country. However, as individual characteristics may differ between 
adopters and non-adopters of HYV rice. the present study was undertaken in order to analyse the extent 
of differences between adopters and non-adopters of HYV rice among small farmers. The findings indicate 
that very few differences in the individual characteristics exist between the adopters and non-adopters of 
HYV rice, Small farmers as a whole, therefore, can be considered as a single category for conducting 
extension work without segregating them into different categories on the basis of their adoption and non-
adoption of HYV rice. 

I .  INTRODUCTION 
 

Small farmers constitute about two-thirds of the rural households in 
Bangladesh (Kashem 1986, p. 17). These farmers are deprived most from the 
benefits of modern technologies in crop production. There is much evidence that 
large farmers control fertilizer and pesticide dealerships and so at times of shortage 
are least affected and able to charge a higher price to smaller peasants (Huq 1977). 
They dominate the irrigation groups for obtaining power pumps or deep and 
shallow tubewells and influence the selection of sites  so as  to obtain maximum 
benefits for themselves (Jones 1979, pp. 64-8,  1982, pp. 93-94; Islam 1980, p. 
117; Hartmann and Boyce 1982, p.  50). Moreover  
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