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IMPACT OF EDUCATION AND SOCIAL MILIEU IN DEVELOPING
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS AMONG UNIVERSITES YOUTH

Ibrahim Soliman® & El Shahat Zaki **

*Profcssor and Chairman of Dept of Agncultural Economics
**Prolessor of Agricultural Extension, at Dept, Agri. Economics,
Faculty of Agriculture, Zugazig University, Zagazig Egypl

ABSTRACT

Major issues of agriccltoral environments are polintion, agricultaral iand taken for urban purpases and
raising of water table's level The study concerned with the impacts of agricultural nniversity education and
social milien, as sources of information and knowledge, on developing the attitudes of university students
towards the agricultural environmental protection. The study assumed that the stodents who lived opto 16
years old in rural areas may differ from those lived in urban areas with respect to the responsibility of the
individual towards their community and the belief in inherited traditions and pepular culture. A sample of 75
students of the first academic year and the same number of the senior stadents fourth academic year
"Agricultural Production Branch” were randomly selected from the population of the students at the faculty of
agriculture of Zagazig University in Zapavig, Ezypt A score of the students’ answers was caleulated osing
“Lickart” method The test of normzlity was applied for the population of individual scores. It showed that the
probability distributon of the concermed variables did not fit the normal distribution. Therefore the
“Wilcoxen™ test for comparison of means of two paired observations groups was applied. Comparisons of
social features were made between rural and urban origin students of the first year of study to nentralize the
effect of education program. The ellect of education program was made once among rural origin stndents
and anether tinie among urban origin students to nentralize the Impacts of the social enviroument

The study concluded that the agricultural university edocation hias a significant positive effect on the
vouth attitudes towards the increase in the level of the water table while it has not such effect on the problem
of transforming the agricultural land to urban purposes. However, such significant positive Lmpacts of the
agriculiral education on the under graduate students was restricted only among urban origin students.
Students [rom both wrban and rural origin were similar in their kigh degree of responsibility towards their
comununity. However rural origin youth was statstically more tied with the inherited traditions and popular
culture than the urban ones.
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