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ABSTRACT 
 

           The new seed technology is said to affect different categories of farmers differently. The present paper 
attempts to determine and compare the relative and absolute factor shares for various inputs accruing to marginal, 
small and other categories of farms in Ranchi, a tribal dominated district of Bihar. The study revealed that 
new seed technology under rainfed condition was biased in favour of labour and against capital but was neutral to the 
use of land. There were gains in all the factors of production, but the per hectare gain to labour was the highest, 
followed by land and capital. However, gain from land by the large farmers will still remain higher than 
additional income of the small farmers by increased use of labour and capital. Therefore, adoption of new seed 
technology will not reduce the disparity in personal income distribution in the area which is dominated by small 
farmers commanding small proportion of total cultivated land. 

 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

        Introduction of high yielding varieties (HYV'S) of crops is one of the most important 
technological breakthroughs the Indian agriculture has experienced. However, a major 
part of cultivable land, especially inhabited by weaker sections of society (tribals), 
has not yet been covered by HYV crops. In order to mobilize the opinion of tribals in 
favour of HYV's and to make them adopt them, the variat ions in the level of 
inputs use and income resulting there from have to be studied in detail. Further, it 
is suggested that due to the adoption of the new seed technology, there is a 
significant change in the functional income distribution (Adinarayan, 1986). The 
validity of such arguments may be investigated by looking into the feasibility and 
economic viability of a particular technology and also the proper supply of the inputs 
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