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INTRODUCTION 
 

         Mixed, inter and relay cropping are considered to be efficient age-old practices for 
productivity, profitability, sustainability, risk coverage and at the same time crop 
diversification. The performance of the cropping system depends upon how best of the 
resources are utilized by the component crops grown either alone or in combination. 
 
         Growing of two or more crops simultaneously intermingled in the same plot with no distinct 
row arrangement is defined as mixed cropping while growing of two or more crops 
simultaneously in the same plot with specific row arrangement is termed as inter 
cropping. Similarly relay cropping may be defined as growing of two or more crops 
simultaneously in the same plot such that one crop is seeded after the other has flowered 
(Rahman et al ..: 1989). The primary concern of intercropping is to increase the total yield 
compared to monoculture. Intercropping in farming practices has long been recognized, but in 
the recent years it has awakened real interest among the researchers. The main reason for this 
is undoubtedly the increasing evidence that intercropping can provide substantial yield 
advantage over mono cropping (Willey, 1979 ; Aktar, 1988). 
. 

 Mustard, lentil and chickpea are extensively grown under rainfed condition in the: winter 
season with minimum inputs in the south-west region of Bangladesh. Intercropping of 
these crops are common in greater Jessore district (Gowda et al 1982). The High Ganges 
River floodplain agro-ecological region enjoys a tropical monsoon climate with the lowest and 
least reliable rainfall in Bangladesh (Manalo, 1976). The rainfall is very low and unstable not 
only over different years but also during different seasons of a 
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