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THE IMPACT OF THE REGIONAL INTERNATIONAL
CHANGES ON THE PERFORMANCE OF
INTRA-ARAB COUNTRES AGRICULTUER

Soliman,l.;A.M.Ismail and M.H. Rabei
SUMMARY : The objective of this study is fo quantify and measure
the major economic performance of the Agricultural Trade Intra-

Arab countries, and to investigate the impacts of the international
and regional changes during the last decade of the 20" century via
some criteria: First to compare the selected performance measures
within two time periods, at the onset of the economic of the
concerned decade (1991-1993) and at the end of it (1998-2000).
Secondly, To compare the performance criteria among three groups
of Arab countries: “Agricultural countries” which include Egypt,
Sudan Morocco, Tunisia, Mauritania, Comoros Islands, Djibouti,
Yemen, and Lebanon and “non-Agricultural Countries * which
include the Gulf Countries, Jordan, and the “Countries that suffer
from Crises” which include Algeria, Somalia. Iraq and Palestine.
The Performance measures applied are: The share of Agricultural
Intra-Arab Countries trade in total agricultural trade for each
country, and among the workable defined groups of countries,
Annual change rate of the Agricultural trade Intra-Arab Countries,
and the degree of instability in Agricultural Intra-Arab Countries
trade and the geographic centralization of the Agricultural Intra-
Arab Countries exports. :

The major findings should that the volume of agricultural
trade increased from 1.7 billion dollars annually within the period
{1991-1993) to 5.3 billion dollars annually during the period (1998-
3000), The share in Intra Arab countries agricultural trade
concentrated within five countries, either at the onsef of the 20"
century or at the end of that century. They were Oman, Syria, Saudi
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Arabia, Jordan and Egypt in (1991-1993) with a share of 78.5% and
Arab Emirates occupied the p'lacé'uf Egypt in (1998-2000), and the
share decreased to 62.55. huwever the volume of such trade of the
major five countries increased from 1.4 billion dollars to 3.3 billion
dollars between the two periods. Surprisingly, three Gulf countries
were included in those major five countries. Surprisingly, there were
three Gulf States among the major five countries, which are Oman,
Saudi Arabia, and Kuwait. One more Gulf state “Arab-Emirates”
replaced an Agricultural country “Egypt” by the end of the 20"
century. only one agriculture country Syria has stayed as a major
economy involved in the Intra-Arab countries agricultural trade.
Jordan as another non-agricultural country has also counted among
the five major ones. The conclusion is that the Gulf States
Cooperative Council was the major factor behind such major share
of the gulf countries in the agricultural trade volume among Arab
countries. Syria and Jordan location with a well established network
of roads connecting them with gulf area was another reason. A third
reason was the modern technology and the quality control system
and grading programs followed by those two countries for
vegetables and fruits., In general the Intra-Arab countries
agricultural exports increased at a significant rate about 9.5%
annually with a medium instability rate (48%) over the period 1991-
2000.

There was a strong geographical centralization recognized
with Algeria (86%), followed by Bahrain (83%), and then Libya and
Mauritania (64%) with respect to the stream of their exports to the
rest of the Arab countries, i.e. they devoted most of their
agricultural exports to Arab countries. Unfortunately, the
agricultural exports of these countries were not high. Four of them
export mainly petrol oil and natural gas and one (Mauritania)
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depends upon raw iron exports and the revenue from renting their
natural fisheries to western countries.

The share of agricultural exports among Arab Countries in
their total agricultural exports has reached by the end of the 20"
century in the total agricultural exports about 25% of vegetables
and fruits exports, 34% of the live animals, 48% of the meat, 40% of
the milk products, 36% of the grains, 39% of the oil seeds, 43% of
the legumes, 52% of the sugar, 91% of the Potatoes. The Arab
countries have not been convinced yet with the integration on base
of the comparative advantages, because the non-agricultural
countries, mainly Emarites and Saudi Arabia involve significantly in
the total arable countries exports of Grains, milk products, sugar
and milk products. They insist to produce these agricultural
produce at high costs under the umbrella of either food security or
re-distribution of oil revenue via heavy subsidy to farmers (it
may reach 90%). Due to the contemporary dramatic changes in the
world, It implies that, the Arab countries should cross the inter-
medium steps of Custom tariffs union or common market to go
directly and quickly as possible to be integrated economically in
agriculture economics on the bases of the principal of the
comparative advantages.



