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LEGAL AND ADAMINISTRATIVE ASPECTS OF LAND REFORM  
MEASURES AND AGRARIAN WELFARE IN BANGLADESH* 

A. Z. M. Obaidullah Khan 
and 

A. M. M. Shawkat Ali** 

ABSTRACT 
 
 This paper presetts an analytical overview of the agrarian reform measures which resulted from the 

commendations of the Land Reforms Committee, 1983. The recommendations have beet 
gives legislative shape, first in the Land Reforms Ordinance, 1984 and secondly in the Agricultural 
Labour (Minimum Wages) Ordinance, 1984. The overview is presented in respect of the ownership ceiling 
on land, protection of the rights of the sharecropper, legally establishing the minimum wages for 
agricultural labourers, establishing a decentralised and strengthened survey and settlement 
administration, initiation of stops to expand the resource base of local government institutions. 

I .  INTRODUCTION 
 

Despite expectations to the contrary, political sovereignty, based initially on a 
socialistic commitment, has not brought about economic liberation for 
Bangladesh. Over the past two decades, programmes of rural development have 
not fulfilled the rising expectations of the poor.  Poverty, both in rural and urban 
areas, continues to multiply in the face of growing population,  constantly 
reducing the per capita food consumption which is already at much reduced 
levels. In Bangladesh, many areas are constantly under the threat of famine. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Paper presented at the Seminar on Processes of Agrarian Transformation in Bangladesh held at 
Bangladesh Agricultural University on 25-26 October 1984 under the joint sponsorship of BAU and the 
Bangladesh Economic Association. - 

 
                **The authors are respectively former Minister and Joint Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forests, Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh. Views expressed are personal to the authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the views of the Government of Bangladesh. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


