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ABSTRACT 
 

         Operation wise per acre labour requirements for 21 varieties of different crop are estimated from 

various Farm Management Studies conducted during 1967 to 1976. It is expected that the results will be useful 

for (1) estimating employment effects of specific crop production strategy, (2) determining appropriate crop 

combination to attain crop combination to attain specific employment target, (3) proper planning and budgeting 

of individual farm business. 

 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 
 

        Two recent studies have presented substantially different results on the projected 

impact of the HYV strategy on employment in Bangladesh (see, Clay and Khan 1977; Allen 

1978). Employment estimates in both the studies were based on the long term acreage 

growth projections of the Economic Intelligence Unit ( EIU 1977 ) while each of those 

studies used independent and quite different estimates of current labour requirements 

particularly for rice and wheat production. As a result, Clay and Khan have estimated 

aggregate labour requirement of 7.52 million man year equivalents for rice and wheat 

production in 1975/76 while Allen's estimation showed requirement of 5.84 million man-

year equivalents in 1976/77. Reviewing these differences, Clay (1978) has concluded that, 

"more accurate estimation of the current employment and under employment requires 

better data than is currently available and exploration of the relationships bet ween 

agricultural growth, technical change and employment should be undertaken within a 

consistent modelling framework". 

 

        Optimal or standard labour requirement data is essential for estimating 

employment effects of specific crop production strategy or alternatively, for determining 

appropriate crop combination to attain specific employment target. Such information is 

also required for proper planning and budgeting of individual farm business. 

 

        Clay and Khan (1977) and Allen (1978) have derived labour requirement data partly 

from their own observation/recorded information and partly from a number of farm 

management surveys. Their estimated labour requirements 
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