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COMPETING CROPS IN BANGLADESH* 
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ABSTRACT 
 
           This study is based on a sample of 242 cotton growers located in eight upazilas of four old districts. Cotton was 
found more profitable that, its competing crops except tobacco. Tobacco is not liked by many farmers because it is 
associated with more problems. Despite sincere effort of the cotton development board, the target of 
production and acreage were not achieved because of lower price of cotton, paucity of fund, technical know how 
and irrigation facility. Production target can be achieved by ensuring reasonable price to cotton growers. 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
        The annual requirement of raw cotton for running more than 50 textile mills in 
Bangladesh is about 0.4 million bales, almost all of which is imported. The existing 
mills are inadequate to meet the cloth requirement of about 1200 million yards for 98 
million people of the country. An additional 0.265 million bales of cotton will be 
required to meet the requirement. Considering the scarcity of our foreign exchange the 
Government has given priority to produce medium staple American cotton in selected 
areas in this country to meet the requirement of the local textile mills.  
 
       From the point of view of import substitution production of cotton is considered 
to be far more desirable than wheat or oil-seeds. It has been estimated that at 1978 prices 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

         *This paper has been derived from a report entitled, "Economic Potential of Cotton cultivation in 
Bangladesh" submitted to Bangladesh Agricultural University in June 1985. 
             **The authors are respectively Lecturer and Assistant Professors, Faculty of Agricultural Economics and 
Rural Sociology, Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh. They are grateful to Dr. M.A. Jabbar for helpful 
comments on an earlier draft. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


