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REVALUATION OF WOMEN'S WORK IN BANGLADESH 

Nuimuddin Chowdhury* 

ABSTRACT 
 

The paper seeks to revalue women's nonmarket work in the context of parts of rural 
Bangladesh, v} ich is where most of her women folk live. It raises relevant conceptual and 
methodological considerations relating to revaluation of women's work, reviews various sets of 
evidence on the pattern of time use of women in Bangladesh, and then puts up a broad order of 
magnitude as to the value of women's nonmarket work. For this purpose, it taken the sexual 
division of labour and sexual differential in rates of wages as given. 

 
The paper shows that rural women in Bangladesh work as hard, if anything harder, as mm 

on a daily basis. It also shows the widespread sexual distribution of labour in the sense of 
involving the influence of social stereotypes in the allocation of tasks between males and females. 
Finally, it shows that productive work within households consists of market work, typically by men, 
and a good deal of subsistence work and domestic work performed by women. 
 
 

I. INTRODUCTYON 
 
        One of the distinguishing features of the three decades beginning with the Korean boom 
has been the widespread acceptance by third world countries of planned economic growth 
essentially through industrialisation as a fundamental tenet of economic policy. The result has 
been accelerating rates of investment and economic growth involving a large number of 
countries in the Third world. Accelerating growth in the GNP in many countries has, 
unfortunately, been accompained by manifest symptoms of acute unevenness of growth and 
development. The focal points of the examination of the unevenness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         *The author is a Senior Research Fellow at the Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies 
(BIDS), Dhaka, Bangladesh. He is grateful to the following two BIDS colleagues, viz Mr. Abdul 
Mannan, and Mrs. Rushidan I. Rahman, both Research Fellows, for generous ly providing him 
with access to RSiP data and processed results. Mrs Rahman has been particularly helpful. Dr. 
Barkat-a-Khuda also deserves thanks for helping with ready access to an as yet unpublished paper. 
None of these kind individuals b responsible for the deficiencies that remain. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


