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ABSTRACT 
 
         The paper analyzes certain characteristics of foodgrains production technology in North-
West Bangladesh. A comparison of regional with national data reveals that the region lags behind 
the national average in the use of yield raising inputs. The growth of irrigation in the region is also 
seen to be biased toward high cost technology. Despite these unfavourable conditions, the performance 
of food-grains production sector is encouraging in the area. The rich potential of the sector in the 
region is, however, constrained by various socio-cultural and technological factors including non 
availability of irrigation water during dry season. It is argued that the realisation of the potentials 
requires appropriate policy measures encompassing several dimensions.  

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

In the dominant agricultural sector of the Bangladesh economy, production of food grains 
plays a crucial role. During recent years, rice and wheat together accurate for about 84 
per cent of the total cropped area in the country of which the share of rice is about 80 
per cent. Rice contributes more than 70 per cent of the value added in the crop sector, which 
accounts for nearly 80 percent of total agricultural value added, including forestry, 
fisheries and livestock (BBS 198.5a). Thus rice alone sets the trend of growth in the 
agricultural sector and as such the focus of attention of strategies adopted by the 
government-has been mostly directed toward rice.l 
 
         With a limited agricultural land base of approximately 22 millionacres and a 
continuously deteriorating, land-man ratio, efforts in the agricultural sector have been mostly 
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