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PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN  
AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIESA MICRO LEVEL 

STUDY IN AN AREA OF BANGLADESH 
 

W.M. H. Jaim and M.L Rahman*  
 
 

ABSTRACT 
 

            Women and children participate mostly in family farm activities particularly in livestock, activities rather 
than crop. The type of crop and livestock activities performed by women were found to be a bit different than 
those of children. Only from landless households, woman labour was hired out while child labour was hired out both 
from poor farmers and landless households. To increase income, the distress rural women need sufficient institutional 
supports like credit facilities along with training for production of various farm and non-farm products. 
Institutional support is also needed for marketing their products. While for the greater interest of the society, to 
encourage child education rather than participation in employment activities by the child, Programmes like Food 
for Education (like Food for Works) may be introduced as a subsidy particularly to those families from which child 
labour is hired out. 

I .INTRODUCTION 
 
        The contribution of women in agricultural activities is not properly 
recognized in economic terms in a subsistence economy like Bangladesh. Like 
women, it is widely agreed that children make a significant contribution in the peasant 
economy. Since their labour is often unpaid, their contribution is also unrecognized. 
In the context of rural Bangladesh, the farm and household are overlapping entities and 
confusion arises in determining which activities (agricultural, unpaid family help, work in the 
house, etc) should be considered in calculating employment- rates. Confusion also arises 
regarding minimum age at which employment rate of child and adult should be  

calculated. As a result, the tools for measuring employment and unemployment ate not 
satisfactory (BBS, 1974) and these are even less adequate for measuring anticipation rates of 
women and children. However, 
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