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  Research note 

MODERN RICE TECHNOLOGY AND INCOME DISTRIBUTION: 
FA RM LEVEL IMPACT ANALYSIS IN AN 

AREA OF BANGLADESH 
 

M. R. Islam and M. E. Harun 
 
 

ABSTRACT 

The study examined the impact of modern rice technology on the pattern of income distribution 
by farm size. The analysis was based on primary data collected through personal interviews from 60 
randomly selected farmers-30 farmers from irrigated MV and 30 from rainfed LV rice farms. The 
study was conducted at Keliakair of Gazipur in 1986. 

Percentage distribution of net farm income per unit area into quartile groups followed by a 
graphical presentation (Lorenz Curve) was used to achieve the study objectives. The major findings of the 
study are :(i) MV rice having irrigation facilities has increased per unit area of farm income of the lower 
group resulting in a decrease in the income gap between the poorer and the richer groups. The reverse 
was observed in rainfed LV rice cultivation. (ii) For irrigated MV rice farms the smaller the farm size, 
the higher was the share of net farm income pe r unit area resulted to a greater equality in income 
distribution pattern among farm families and (iii) Negatively skewed distribution of net farm income per 
unit area was observed in rainfed LV rice cultivation. 

 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

High rates of economic growth and rising levels of per capita income do not necessarily 
imply economic development in the sense of improved levels of living for the masses of 
people (Tadaro 1977 and Andriano 1980). 

 

The high rates of economic growth and rising levels of per capita income might be the 
reflection of negatively skewed farm income distribution. The negatively skewed farm 
income distribution may clearly be explained in the way 
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