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i The Project

= Commissioned by the WSDOT Aviation
Division.
= |-O and other economic analysis methods do

not fully recognize many of the benefits
associated with rural airports.

= Study was designed to complement the
Washington State Aviation Forecast by
looking outside traditional economic analysis
to identify the benefits of rural airports.






i The Benefits of Rural Airports

= The economic benefits of airports are well
recognized for primary, commercial service,
reliever and urban general aviation airports.
= Less well known or understood are the
benefits provided by rural airports.
= “Rural airports are invisible until you need them”



i Rural Airports

= A need to understand why rural airports are
essential public facilities as defined by
Washington State Law.

= Qualitative Research Methods provided the
construct around which the project design
was developed.

= Three case study communities were chosen
to gain an understanding of the role played
and benefits provided by rural airports to
their communities.



Red8SApor05as 2y

— XA =¥ T A S lr— T
S TNETR %, #2001 ¥ ore Smre 3'% . o), R
S o CToRIA < : i

- —
o Bpfru!mu Area

e Highs oFaircra fy

WESTRORT T
O6( 72 :

HOQUIAM
124 HaM-

-




— , 2T IRRATT
e s T TER Ng ﬁfgﬁmkﬂ BELLING 'nc_q-

tA5S ELLNC:\IAMJ
-_.é{(a ¥
Sis '.5‘34. e

29"

1 [SKABT LAY VIEW:

\;
. ——n G

_m@bn 240 Bys S EE:JCR‘E;;E( %
Aok Vel 2

Hrs Al' AND :BELOW
l? 'l'Prﬂ 4000% gfx 3
L‘IIONAI. CHART )

A f-'gﬂ'ﬁfm.m )

KATIS 1344 W
4"} .’.:’gl. 28, _I

Ass

g '
= V[ rhay et = :
sk | Tegy 9
) ﬁtmm L °_7
157, J. ,.. L
HIDBEY ol
S 2, Wargsvil N T
__ 1——_% ,) RICE
= <L 2434
e f gTRY L
e i fa48 sty
[l ﬂ :"!
DAL ARy Ey =
8 VoR J e/ 1o y
| N [
) >

by

”3' £ g g ‘

) e A ot

J\.wporr
TT]

iyl Seattle

'. ! vl beblvenn Manle \; oy

ArcHee, - De— g WATERYILLE
1147 o AT EATE = "33} <~ ’34.0{30
o ~ ) P ganrer l'IT SEATTLE\ == ‘:‘ s 122
AL ah SR FaLL mh{Per. ' & <ok TN RGO 7
Ay o .. ‘ slm;‘ﬁ '_!
ax il '.' \‘_;' % d v
R
SR19.9
=~
e S _ BANDERA A
Ll SNSTATE o
(Ras
% : !
- - Eum IR
i L~ 12, . e e b .
e s, AN Sileas ‘nliz___u._ Z
.~ = i =i -A'I'IS-HQ.DI_ = .
fSE o4 ' o = s {LesLiash o r3es™
A e g S e )
2 T\ BPANAWA i‘ g e L EEHT SV
1\ 37'3% gl
[ R mx‘t'l"‘ =



- - orrn. S
o g A A iritas st 7 il
i == = AVanlage s S g ;
el N5y T _ %, &
Theal 5 = P 3 D K Ul N e
fla§ % ;
S WANAPUM WANAPUM, Columbia Nat'. “ =7 27 e S
ROZA, 31% MINS. ST PK. =\ bam 4 Wildlife Refuge = Joka i &
DAM\- S f ; 3 L—,“_ Beverly crab r 1 '_,._1_ _"
e —j \; o7} ) Y ) Othello b
el P g o, {US Mil Res.) Y 0 DD
5 B i‘frb%’i" Ul i = /L4 ] 28 MouNTANS 53 k7
Naches i | Alpee 2 Mattawa SN\34
4 = I P : 24 17
B ANE g21 Yakfma 543) Saddle Mt Nat'. =) | & DA
N ' 7 - e Wildiife Refuge ; 1 & Sisdlands
=) Gleed | == i g Trammg' Hecor Pﬂgsna;wms_r L ,.v Res.
| ook e
S o 9?994 : Priest — el
Yakjma S (B e o M TS
dime s T 5 ord Res.
“ Range | 8. A il .
i o s A~ Moxee Lf%?-_"_ﬁﬂ_g_'_-'l Y e e
: : _—Union? . i e e
— = \Ni}ey Gap ¥4 410 2 31 NJ—E“ l Creek. N e 2 US,Depf
1ty WAPATO DAV A y [ oaey
AKIMA ot . Parke \ONOR Dorald wr . 1 e '
— AU = : SUNNYSIDE DA Sawyer i N
- el 2 Wive . 3
L : Wapato\\ §'g7 Buena '”4’7253#% 7 LL_ i :
ite S ; Harrah T On : 741 | i R ]_I'-
’_Whlte_ wa_n‘ Brownstown Faron. A2, Zglah —l_].
L 2\ * Toppenish Y&, Granger BENTON o -
2 (273 Qutlook _ ) & J
b swcok % A NS o _pm . |Sunnyside West,
= & ST T .- Aifaifer, N4 o Be?;t-"“ Ric
: ] : 22 > 1ty
~ £ Emer BET] 1128 EFE N, | it = 224
o - S Satus” Nad PIOSSEr stran <
o g 9 Sass X Grandview = 8 . P w10
i % iy ; e SUELE, (7T = : = 88
: 1@“’“@ Indian ) == iyl ! Mabton s —Q Gl o
— = ot s 7 Byron | [13 Prosser
USE THE LENGTH OF THE SEASONS VARIES : il - 4
(TLY/IN HIGHER ELEVATIONS, INQUIRE LOCALLY {oa) = : i H \
'HE CONDITIONS OF ROADS DESIGNATED = % Reservation 4 H : i A X
SED N WINTER" ON THIS MAP. Ll o \HMSE [ ey
L2 = ~I50 e ) /J 4
J ‘_. . \ \ | | s 19 &
: — s Wwaly
PASS e - 3 A / ® =
7T, Bickleton / \ =
T —— — Cleveland | A & 7
i : )
> » Umatilla Natl. 18
° \ [ oROY Wildlife Refige
- ‘\ o ' ST. P \Whitcomb _J
4 oldendale
2 wAE it \: Alderdale :
- Wahkiacus - H(42)4@ 5 = 4 Hermiston
LS e Goldendale A N = e 74398
ot b Goodnoe 3 < '
Centerville | # 10 il 170 B Stanfield
entervil - .' it Hills Heppner Jct. 5
g, Mary- STale ) INQUIRE LOCALLY FOR CURRENT ] 158 Echon 7o) 99, .
h I hill = g P2 CONDITIONS BEFORE DRIVING | _—~ AN
s 57 ' Wishram F’”E,;;e’sn s ON UNIMPROVED ROADS == £
Nﬁm Nt = Rufus a SHOWN ON THIS MAP 12 o
- Js.;a'::-J‘ 04| 109 7
0= 3 L3 R g
\ 18 Scenic arth | / "4 Cacil \\“44’,," /
0‘@—-— va Rock —‘"g_-/ 0 0O DA Q2.00
L Creek % O S




Study Approach

Review of Literature

= Interviews in each community

= Elected officials, community organization
members, residents, hospital administrators,
health care professionals, business owners,
planners, economic development professionals,
Tribal officials, airport managers, FBO’s, pilots,
aviation businesses, air ambulance operators,
forest service employees, newspaper editors,
teachers, social workers, and fire air tanker crews.

= Focus groups
= Pilots
= Economic development groups.



The image of General Aviation airports primarily
dedicated to the recreation of flying Is incorrect.




i Emerging Themes

= Economic Development and Airports — “The
Box That Must Be Checked”

= Health Care — Emergency Medical Services
“The airport was invisible until I needed it.”

= Business and Commerce

= Public Safety, Disaster and Emergency
Response

= Enriching Community Life



Benefits are derived from the
i many reasons flights are made.

- Drawing from the transportation demand
construct in that the demand for transportation is
derived from the demand to move goods or
people . ..

Flights to and from most general aviation
alrports are undocumented.

*Focus groups of pilots and all interviewees were
asked to identify the reasons they knew flights
had been made from the rural airports in their
area.



Benefits are derived from the
many reasons flights are made.

Agriculture and Timber Related
Agricultural spraying
Field and crop inspections
Flights to purchase farm equipment
Searching for cattle
Attend farm auctions
Cattle buyer traveling weekly to cattle auction
Farm to town flights for parts, banking, groceries
Timber harvesting

(use of helicopters to transport cedar bolts)
Forest inspections



Benefits are derived from the
many reasons flights are made.

Business Support
Banking
Apartment building owner flies in maintenance personnel
Architects flown in
Environmental and civil engineers flown in for construction projects
Flights to business meetings
Flights bringing lawyers with legal specialties necessary for contract negotiations
Flights of news gathering teams
Flights transporting management or employees for business related flights
power plants,
land fills,
large retail chains,
independently owned retail businesses,
tire stores,
timber products industry
tourism businesses
construction products business
ETC.
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Benefits are derived from the
i many reasons flights are made.

Health Care System

Attend medical education conferences

Commute to rural hospital by emergency room physician

Emergency medical airlifts (numerous flights and reasons cited)

Flights bringing in specialized medical equipment

Flights delivering blood, tissue, or bone for transplant

Hospital consultants for equipment installation, financing, hospital
design

Movement of organs harvested from local donors

Transport of local residents needing organ tranplant

Bringing in specialists, i.e. cardiologists, prosthesis technician

Angel Flight - transport for patients needing treatment in urban centers

Angel Flight - return patients home after med evac to urban treatment
center



Benefits are derived from the
many reasons flights are made.

Local Quality Of Life
o Commute to work
 Scenic flights
 Flights to Father’s Day and other annual Fly Ins
» Flew 80 year old father to family reunion
(Use for family reunions and family visits was a recurring theme.)
 Transport of grandchildren between divorced parents
 Flight to religious meeting
 Flights following the Lewis and Clark Trail
 Flights for viewing the area for prospective pastors, physicians
 Flights to bring home accident victims

 Specialty puppy pick-up using business class jets by individuals from New York
and Dallas

» Transport passengers to airports with scheduled airline service
« ETC...






The benefits to rural communities
i Include the following:

= Enhanced quality of life;
= Access to needed professional services;
= Improved quality of healthcare;

= Effective and timely response to
disasters, emergencies and fires;



The benefits to rural communities
i Include the following:

= Support for local businesses including
agriculture and timber businesses;

= Improved ability to petition
government;

= Community life enriched,

m Critical asset for economic
development;

= An improved sense of well being.




Economic development including entrepreneurs and leading
edge development — a quiet airplane in process!




i FIndings

= Rural airports are integrated into the life of
rural communities.

= While not numerous, flights or activities associated
with airports occur regularly that are key to health
care, disaster and emergency response, business,
public safety, economic development, local, state,
and federal government, community life, and
other quality of life factors.

= Rural airports are a necessary component of the
Infrastructure supporting the health, welfare,
public safety, and economic well being of the
residents of rural communities — Il.e. an “essential
public facility”.




Access IS Critical

= Rural airports are an important point of
access to medical centers and the specialists
In other fields that are required for business,
commerce, and government.

= Rural communities must maintain access to the centers
where medical and non-medical specialists, parts
Inventories, and treatment technologies are found.

= The health care system is the best example of this
trend, although engineers, lawyers, investment
bankers, developers, scientists, and other professionals
use the airports in these communities.

= Time iIs the commodity!



i Findings

= Rural airports are a key component of the
economic development strategies in each of
these communities.

= The economy of rural Washington, dependent on
mining, forestry, and agriculture, has lagged well
behind the urban economy — most rural
communities are struggling to find the solution to
their economic future.

= The airports symbolizes the “hope” for the future in
Forks and are the center of their development strategy.

= The airports in Omak and Goldendale/Dallesport are
believed to be important to their development potential.

= The airports have become a symbol for their residents
that theirs is a progressive community.



i FIndings

= The benefits to rural communities from
the activities that occur as a result of
their having a rural airport are many
although often out of view of
community residents.

= Many of the benefits are of a nature
that make their value to the community
difficult to quantify but are real.



i FIndings

= Not having an airport would decrease

the quality of health care, decrease the
odds of having a viable economic
future, reduce the ability of local, state
and federal agencies to be able to
respond to disasters and emergencies,
and would diminish the image these
communities have of themselves.




