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      Research Note 
PROSPECTS OF BORD RATOON CROPPING 1N ALLEVIATING 

RURAL POVERTY IN HAOR AREAS OF BANGLADESH 
 

M. Harun Ali, M. S. Hoque and M. Jahiruddin 
 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

There ate many haors and beels located mostly in the greater Sylhet-Mymensingh 
districts of Bangladesh. The haors and beels comprise an area of 114,163 hectares of land 
in the country (UNDP 1989). The characteristics of haors and beels are that they are low-
lying basins and the areas stay under water for about six months of the year. Consequently, a 
single crop, namely boro paddy can be grown in these areas in winter season. 
 

The economy of haor areas is significantly different from the economy of other parts of 
the country. The economy of these areas is highly underdeveloped due to underdeveloped 
agriculture. About 80 percent households of the haor areas are landless and land poor farmers ; 
while the remaining 20 percent farmers (medium and large) are the owners of almost 70 
percent of the crop land (Matin and Talukder 1980 ; Ahmed 1987 ; Asaduzzaman 1987). 
Because of lack of employment and income opportunities, the level of poverty is significantly 
higher in these areas than other parts of Bangladesh. 
 

Recently, the government has undertaken projects to construct embankments and sluice-
gates to protect the boro crop from early flash flood. This will obviously benefit the medium and 
large farmers who own tha overwhelming proportion of crop land. The landless and small 
farmers will also be benefited because they grow boro ratoons. It should ba mentioned here 
that medium and large farmers do not usually grow boro ratoons in their land due to their 
social prestige. Because, they consider boro ratoaning as the crop of the needy people of 
the society. 
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