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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
        Bangladesh, after independence, has adopted various measures to raise the vegetable 
production for tackling the malnutrition problem in the country. Nevertheless, vegetable 
production has marginally increased from 7.4 iakh tons in 1974/75 to 9.2 lakh tons in 
1987/88 with year to year fluctuatiort (GOB 1985 to GOB 1989). Their growth of 
production is lagging far behind the growth of other important crops such as wheat, potato 
Boro paddy etc. Furthermore, the growth is not same for all vegetables. Production of 
some vegetables are increasing at a very faster rate whereas others showing a decreasing 
trend. 
 
        The seasonal supplies and perishable nature of vegetables cause violent price 
fluctuation over time and space in Bangladesh. Price declines sharply during the post 
harvest period, thereby depriving the droducers from getting a fair price for their produce. 
They rise to very high levels in the lean season which makes it difficult for the poor 
consumer to incorporate vegetables in their diet. There are also spatial variations between 
producing and consuming areas which can not be accounted for by the cost of 
transportation. These wide temporal and spatial price variation are partly owing to lack of 
economic and scientific storage and quick transporation facilities and partly due to the 
market imperfection. 
    
        In view of the above facts, the present study is an attempt to estimate the growth rates in 
area, production and productivity of vegetables 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*This paper has been derived from a report entitled "Price Spreads and Price Structure of Vegetables in 
Bangladesh" submitted to Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council. 
The author is an Associate Professor, Department of Cooperation and Marketing, Bangladesh Agricultural 
University, Mymensingh. 
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owing to increase in supply and decrease in demand. That means, unlike other crops, the price of 
radish and tomato are determined by the joint influence of change in demand and supply. 

Polwal price index is highest in the month of April, which gradually decreases and 
reaches to minimum in June. The price begins to firm up by August and reach the peak 
level in October. Polwal prices remain high in the begining and ending of the season 
while they are lower in the middle of the season. This implies that the arrival in the market 
is the important factor determining the price of Polwal. 
 
       After reaching highest price in October, the price of eggplant begins to fall by 
November and during February-March the price is the lowest. This has happend due to 
the arrival of eggplant in general and winter eggplant in particular because, winter 
eggplant constitutes about three-fourth of total egg-plant production in Bangladesh (GOB 
1989). Pumpkin price, on the other hand, is highest in November, remains stagnant till January 
and then decreases by February owing to the arrival of the fresh winter pumpkin in the market. 

From the foregoing results it is evident that vegetable prices display wide seasonal 
fluctuation which differs from one vegetable to another depending upon their perishability, 
production period and seasonality of demand. The difference between highest and lowest 
indices, a measure of seasonal fluctuation, is maximum for eggplant (96.82) and minimum 
for polwal (14.58), as shown in Table 3 and 4. The reason for maximum difference to 
eggplant is that the maximum amount of winter eggplant are harvested within 2 to 3 
months. Monthly sale of winter eggplant by farmers shows that about 90 per cent of 
produce are sold within three months (Sabur, 1990). On the other hand, the monthly 
harvest of polwal is by and large same throughout the season. 
 
        A comparison has been made between the seasonal indices of selected vegetables 
with those of potato and Aman rice which enjoy good storage facility in Bangladesh. 
Tables 3 and 4 show that the difference between maximum and minimum indices (Range) 
of potato is higher than those of selected vegetables except eggplant. Similarly, in spite of 
non-perishability having price support programme, the range of seasonal price indices of 
Aman rice is not much lower' than those of selected vegetables. The findings thus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 


