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weaving. It was not until Elil Whitney invented the cotton gin in 1793 that cotton was colony. However, it wasn’t until introduction of improved varieties from Japan at the

produced In Louisiana as a cash crop. Within a century, cotton was grown on 48 end of the 19t century that significant acreage harvested from rice occurred. Rice

million acres nationally and was the only major cash crop in the South. As recently as During the past two decades, economic forces have affected the traditionally is produced in the coastal parishes and Delta parishes. Hurricanes
10 years ago, cotton production occurred on nearly one million acres in Louisiana. distribution and intensity of crop production in Louisiana. Over Katrina and Rita caused significant damage to coastal fields with salt water intrusion
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occurs In rotation with cotton, wheat or soybeans in Delta parishes and central

Louisiana. With higher-yielding improved varieties, and the significant increase in We present ring maps to help illustrate how different economic Soybean production is a relatively recent crop in Louisiana — being introduced from
corn prices to record levels in the past few years, acreage planted to corn has more forces Iinteract to determine the land use and pI‘OdUCtiOn Asia in the early 20t century. Historically, yields have been low and soybeans were
than doubled to 600,000 acres harvested statewide. Production is intensifying and associated with these four crops over two decades. In addition to grown primarily in rotation with rice, cotton or wheat. With relatively low cost for
expanding into new parishes as well. Total value of production statewide has tripled | Y . . growing soybeans, producers readily adopted them to their farming operations and
to $350 million annually. ec_:onomlc forces, natural forces, spec!flcally Rurricanes Katrina, harvest one million acres annually. Recent increases In price have caused acreage to
Rita, Gustav and Ike, affected production of these four increase and total value of the soybean crop to double ($455 million last year).
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