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Porcine Epidemic 

Virus – Is the 

worst past? 
 

Dr. Liz Wagstrom, DVM, MS 

National Pork Producers Council 



A Look Back 

• June 5 Federal 

Order 

• Case numbers 

before June 5 

difficult to 

compare with 

those after 



PED Federal Order 

• Laboratory Submissions 

– Diagnostic testing supported 

• PIN on submission now required for 

reimbursement 

– Positive test results confirmed by a Disease 

Reporting Officer (DRO) 

• Time lag in confirming results 

 



Laboratory Network 

• NAHLN laboratories essential in identifying 

virus and developing higher throughput 

tests 

• IT issues delayed reporting from lab to 

APHIS, APHIS to states, and from APHIS 

to public 

– Major labs are now messaging results 





PED Laboratory Testing 







Fewer breeding herd breaks 



Control strategies 

• Biosecurity improvements 

– Animals 

– Vehicles 

– Inputs  

• Herd closures 

• Vaccine in specific cases  



Why the lower incidence? 

• Control strategy effectiveness 

• Larger numbers tested due to APHIS 

diagnostic test funding 

• Repeat testing of sites to confirm return to 

negative status 



PED Internationally 



PED Europe 

• Mainly lower virulent (Indel) strain 

• Not a reportable disease in many EU 

countries 

– Germany, Ukraine, Netherlands, Austria 



Unknowns 

• Vehicle for virus entry into the US 

– E.g. Hawaii break 

• How to prevent the next virus 

• Better prepared 

– Surveillance 

– IT issues  

 

 

 



Summary 

• Fewer PED breaks in sow farms than a 

year ago 

• Still unknown routes of entry into the US or 

remote areas 

• Need to evaluate the value of the Federal 

Order prior to implementing an interim rule 

 



DISCUSSION 


